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News from the Principal….
Swimming Sports
The weather was kind to us all last Friday and we enjoyed perfect conditions for our Annual Swimming Carnival.
There were many students participating in the events which is pleasing. We wish to develop a strong house culture
within the college and to do this we need everyone to feel part of, and work as a team. Great to see so many
families and friends there, also. This added to the atmosphere. Positive Community, Positive Outcomes.
Congratulations to our Age-Group Champions. You will be recognised at our upcoming assembly. We delayed these
presentations due to our Year 7 students being away at camp.

Visitors to the School
I wish to remind everyone of the requirement to come to the front office if visiting the school
for any reason. This is critical so that we are able to account for all people within the college
at any particular time in case of an emergency. It also assists us in ensuring that our school
remains a safe place for students and staff.

UMNoS16 and Annual Implementation Plan (AIP)
One of the goals set in our AIP, relates to our focus on reading. It reads as follows:
Embed a reading culture in the college with all domains focussing on improving the reading outcome growth for
all students.
You will note that this is an inclusive goal which involves all staff and all students.
I encourage you to also assist us in reaching our goals. Families of younger students can greatly assist their child in
becoming interested in and a competent reader by listening to them read each day. If you can make this part of
your daily routine, there will be many benefits.
Families of older children can encourage them to borrow from our library and read independently for a sustained
period of time each day. Making this part of the bedtime routine, can help a child develop healthy habits. It is much
more relaxing to read a book than it is to be focussing on a screen. This means that sleep patterns may become
more regular which helps in establishing a positive sense of wellbeing. I have this routine so firmly entrenched in
my life that I find it essential to a good night’s sleep – and I love that fact!
With regards
Leanne Miller
Currently reading , “The Outcasts” – Book 1 of the Brotherband Series
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College Council Election News
Our 2016 College Council held their final meeting on
Monday night. At this time of the year, we call for
nominations from those people that are eligible and
interested in filling positions that will become vacant as
some members finish their two-year term.
Those councillors who have completed their current
term are:
Michaela Rosenberg
Jenni Rathjen
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SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS
WHAT IS A SCHOOL COUNCIL AND WHAT DOES IT DO?
All government schools in Victoria have a school council.
They are legally constituted bodies that are given
powers to set the key directions of a school within statewide guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to
directly influence the quality of education that the
school provides for its students.
WHO IS ON THE SCHOOL COUNCIL?
For most school councils, there are three possible
categories of membership:

Judy West

• A mandated elected Parent category – more than oneThe Notice of Election and Call for Nominations advice is third of the total members must be from this category.
included in this newsletter and has also been placed on Department of Education and Training (DET) employees
can be Parent members at their child’s school as long as
our website.
they are not engaged in work at the school.
The election process and timeline is provided below.
• A mandated elected DET employee category –
RUSHWORTH P-12 COLLEGE SCHOOL COUNCIL
members of this category may make up no more than
ELECTION PROCESS AND TIMETABLE
one-third of the total membership of school council. The
principal of the school is automatically one of these
a. Notice of election
Friday 24th February,
members.
and call for nomina- 2017
tions
• An optional Community member category – members
b. Closing date for
Friday 3rd March,
are co-opted by a decision of the council because of
nominations
2017
their special skills, interests or experiences. DET
c. Date by which the
Monday 6th March,
employees are not eligible to be Community members.
list of candidates
2017
Generally, the term of office for all members is two
and nominators will
years. The term of office of half the members expires
be posted
each year, creating vacancies for the annual school
d. Date by which ballot Tuesday 7th March
council elections.
papers will be preWHY IS PARENT MEMBERSHIP SO IMPORTANT?
pared and distributed
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints
e. Close of ballot (4:00 Thursday 16th
and have valuable skills that can help inform and shape
pm )
March, 2017
the direction of the school. Those parents who become
f. Vote count
Friday 17th March,
active on a school council find their involvement
2017
satisfying and may also find that their children feel a
g. Declaration of poll
Friday 17th March,
greater sense of belonging.
2017
DO I NEED SPECIAL EXPERIENCE TO BE ON SCHOOL
h. Special council
Monday 20th March,
COUNCIL?
meeting to co-opt
2017
Community memEach member brings their own valuable life skills and
bers (principal will
knowledge to the role, councillors may need to develop
preside)
skills and acquire knowledge in areas that are unfamiliar
i. First council
Monday 20th March,
to them. What you do need is an interest in your child’s
meeting to elect
2017
school and the desire to work in partnership with others
office bearers (the
to help shape the school’s future.
principal will preside)
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HOW CAN YOU BECOME INVOLVED?
The most obvious way is to vote in the school council elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However,
ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. In view of this, you
might seriously consider • standing for election as a member of the school council • encouraging another person to
stand for election.
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO TO STAND FOR ELECTION?
The principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations following the commencement of Term 1 each
year. All school council elections must be completed by the end of March unless the usual time line has been varied
by the Minister. If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or
you can nominate yourself in the Parent category. DET employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they
are not engaged in work, are eligible to nominate for parent membership of the school council at that school. Once
the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the Notice of Election. You
will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the receipt of your completed nomination. Generally,
if there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted during the
two weeks after the call for nominations has closed.

SCHEDULE 4: NOTICE OF ELECTION AND CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
An election is to be conducted for members of the school council of:
Rushworth P-12 College
Nomination forms may be obtained from the school and must be lodged by 4:00 pm on Friday 3 rd March, 2017.

The ballot will close at 4:00 pm on Thursday 16th March, 2017.

Following the closing of nominations, a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school. The terms of
office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category open for election are as
follows:
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY
Parent member

DET employee member

TERM OF OFFICE
From the day after the date of
the declaration of the poll in
2017 to and inclusive of the
date of the declaration in
2019.
From the day after the date of
the declaration of the poll in
2017 to and inclusive of the
date of the declaration of the
poll in 2019.

NUMBER OF POSITIONS
3

Nil

If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect and calling for further
nominations will be posted in a prominent position at the school.

Leanne Miller
Principal
Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Resilient
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It has been a busy start to the term with most students settling into their classroom routines and working hard to
understand and apply new learning. The college has continued with an Advisory Group structure to provide
individual support for all students to ensure that their learning needs are met and that they feel connected to the
college community.
Ranging between six and eleven students per advisor, the small numbers allow teachers to focus on individual
students and their data to help them achieve goals and model the three ‘R’s. Advisors will have a good
understanding of their students’ literacy and numeracy levels, past reports, attendance, any incidents and general
wellbeing. They see their students each morning and for a full period during the week, where they can discuss
global issues and work together on Individual Learning Plans.
One of the ways an Advisory teacher can help is with student attendance. There is direct link between a child’s
attendance and their performance on NAPLAN and other forms of academic assessment: there is no safe threshold
of absence for a student, and every day of attendance contributes to a child’s learning. If you are having difficulty
getting your child to attend school, please speak to their advisor as soon as possible. They will be able share their
understanding of your child and their experience at school to help identify the causes and work with you on a
solution.
Advisors are a great one-stop-shop for parents and carers seeking a better understanding of how their child is
engaging with school. Please feel free to contact the college at any time to speak to your child’s Advisory teacher.
Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

Year 12

Ms Elli Duthie

Ms Larissa Carr

Mr Peter Bovell

Ms Lou Dupuy

Mr Jamie Daff

Mr Peter
Barnes

Mr Brad
Tinning

Mr Steven
Daws

Ms Shabhana
Edayath

Mr Shamsul
Akan

Ms Kate
Matthews

Ms Annemaree
Klinberg

Mr Ashley
Baldwin

The Primary students don’t miss out on advisory either;
Prep - Year 2 - Miss Bannon

Year 3/ 4—Mrs Fraser

Year 5/ 6— Ms Pettigrew

Peter Bovell
Assistant Principal

Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Resilient
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College Swimming Carnival
What a fabulous day we had on Friday 17th February for the Annual College Swimming Carnival! The sun was
shining, the water gleaming and the competitive spirit was palpable as the Brocklebank vs McNamara rivalry hit
fever pitch.
Scores remained close throughout the entire day as students competed in Freestyle, Backstroke, Breaststroke and
Butterfly races as well as the traditional Primary cork scramble and Secondary bombing competition. Students were
also able to compete in the max laps event as well as a giant inflatable thong relay and a pool-based egg and spoon
endurance competition across the lunch break.
The students represented themselves, their houses and the College extremely well and should be proud of their
efforts on the day, with McNamara students particularly chuffed as they brought home the win by just 152 points!
The full list of Age Group Champions and House Spirit Award winners can be found below.
We would like to extend a huge thankyou to the parents and friends who came along to support the students on
the day and those who supported from afar. Once again, a very big congratulations goes to all students who
participated, not to mention the staff who (of course) took out the Staff vs Year 12 Race……better luck next time
guys.

Age group Champions
Prep/1/2:

Chelsea R and Declan H

Grade 3/4:

Samantha B and Jimmy E

Grade 5/6:

Jay-Leigh M and Whill J

13 year old:

Chloe B and Dalton B

Sarah L-R

14 year old:

Renee B and Jaiden McI

Cody K

15 year old:

Hayley W and Murphy B

16 year old:

Katjana T and Will B

Caleb J

17 year old:

Abi C and Ike J and Matthew L-R

Renee B

20 year old:

Janelle D and Tommy C

House Spirit Awards
McNamara

Brocklebank

Final Scores
McNamara:

3,085

Brocklebank:

Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Resilient
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LOTS of
Fun in
the sun

Fierce competitors for 2017— (L) McNamara leaders, Janelle, Ms Bailey & Kody. (R ) Brocklebank leaders,
Maddy, Mr Tinning & Oliver.
Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Resilient
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FASHION PARADE
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Studio Arts Excursion
On Thursday, February 9th, we saw our school’s VCE Studio Art students venture to Bendigo to attend a Studio Art
Inspiration Day. The program began with presentations from 2016 Studio Art students who received top marks in
both in their folio works and exam. Three of Bendigo’s ex-students gave very informative overviews of their artistic
and folio development and advice on how to best organise for their year (ANNOTATE AS YOU GO!). Students were
lucky enough to view the three students folio’s and final artworks as well as ask further questions in relation to
their studies.
Students also had the opportunity to preview the Jud Wimhurst’s exhibition ‘GIMME FREEDOM (gimme death)’ at
the Bendigo Art Gallery and hear from both the artist and curator of the exhibition. Jud Wimhurst gave a
presentation on his previous exhibitions and the thought process behind his exhibition GIMME FREEDOM (gimme
death) from not only the artist’s view but also the detail it takes to set up his exhibition working with the gallery’s
curator’s when presenting the works in a gallery space for the public. Despite the heat (and the wait for lunch)
students are now feeling inspired and pumped about the year ahead of them.
Elli Duthie
VCE Studio Arts

Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Resilient
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YEAR 7 CAMP
This week, we saw our Year 7 students head off for three days at the PGL Adventure Camp in Kyneton. Building
friendships and resilience was the goal for the camp and was tested straight away at the first activity— the Leap of
Faith. We saw every single student, despite their fears take on the Leap of Faith challenge, jumping from the top of
post out towards a balloon suspended above the ground. Students encouraged one another, helping each other
beat their fears and take on the task and those who didn't quite make it to the top of the post, made up for it when
we headed off to the Rock Climbing wall. Setting goals here was the key to getting to the top it seemed, with majority of the students climbing the wall like crazy monkeys and flying back down.
Day two consisted of archery which definitely challenged our hand eye coordination, especially Miss Duthie, as she
was probably the worst shot amongst the group! Low Ropes course and Aeroball were the activities up next,
testing our balance and teamwork. The end of day two had us all abseiling down a 15m high wall. Not everyone
had the bravery to walk backwards off the top of the wall, Mr Tinning - opted out of this one. This definitely tested
students ability to trust our instructor especially changing from standing vertically to standing horizontally! Definitely nerve racking! But our students smashed their fears out of the park and took it on, some even going twice!
Our final day saw us at the fun end of the trip, having us sent off to the Flying Fox and Giant Swing. This was definitely a highlight to the students camp, racing one another and testing their landing abilities!!
With only a couple of small injuries the camp was an absolute blast with fun had by all (even the teachers). We
would like as a group to say a huge thank you to Miss Carr for organising the camp for us all.
Elli Duthie
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FUN!!!

Looks like the Year 7’s
took a big LEAP on
getting to know each
other on Camp ...
Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Resilient
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Melbourne 2017
On the 23rd of February Mr. Daff, Dan N, Abi C and myself (Matt LR) travelled down to the
Melbourne Exhibition Centre. Whilst we were there we took part in a Grip Student Leadership Conference, which offers professional training and development in leadership skills
for both school students and those involved in the educational sector.
We sat through three sessions that included
information and techniques on thinking outside of the box and turning
ideas into action, presented in an exciting and inclusive way. Throughout the day there were volunteers called up to the stage to participate
in some very interesting competitions between the three sections of
the crowd, sadly it didn’t matter how many times I threw my arms up
or how hard I waved them, I was not chosen.
Overall we all thoroughly enjoyed the day and walked away with
leadership skills that we will be sure to implement at the college
amongst our school values.
We thank Mr. Daff for driving us down and all that were involved in
making the experience possible.
Matt Lange-Richards
Year 11

Colbinabbin Lap-a-thon
In support of Melanoma Institute of Australia
Saturday 11 March 2017
MJ Morgan Oval
A small town determined to make a big difference.
The inspiration behind this event is the beautiful, unstoppable, strong and brave Lucinda Ryan. Lou is currently receiving treatment for Stage 4 melanoma. (Lucinda is also a former student & DUX of the College in 1999)
The event is a Lap-a-thon at the Colbinabbin Recreation reserve on Saturday March 11, 2017. you are invited to
participate as an individual or in a team, to walk or run the number of laps that you set yourself. You would be seeking sponsorship from your family, friends, neighbours, teachers, colleagues and anyone who crosses your path to
raise funds for the Melanoma institute Australia. This day will be a fun filled day with other fundraising activities details of which will soon be posted on the event Facebook page. This fundraiser is an ALL ages event.

More information can be found on the Facebook page; https://www.facebook.com/events/830634920412754

Registration forms are available at the general office, Colbinabbin store or via email: colbolapathon@gmail.com
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Over the last two weeks and continuing on next week Miss Carr¹s 7/8 PE classes have been working on their swimming skills and most importantly survival skills in the water. This week students had to prove they could float in
water for five minutes fully clothed and then attempt to remove these clothes while treading water. These skills are
vital and it is great to see many of our students attempting and succeed in the pool.
Unfortunately we still have students who are opting out of swimming sessions and ask parents to please support
the schools physical education program as we have curriculum and assessment that we need to teach.
Next week is our final week of swimming for all our senior students and the last chance we have to assess.
Good luck to all of our students competing in the next level of competition in Shepparton on Friday. Dalton B,
Jaiden Mc I, Chloe B, Hailey W, Tayla A and Kahlea S.
Miss Carr
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Coming Term 2…..
We are lucky enough to be able to offer after school Sports Program
again for Term 2, 3 and 4 due to funding accessed through the
Sporting Schools Program.
Two of our year 12 students will be running these sporting school
sessions on a Monday and Thursday afternoon.
Time: 3:30pm - 4:30pm
Term 2 – 24th April – 8th June
Term 3 – 17th July – 31th August
Term 4 – 9th October – 23rd December
There will be permission forms coming out soon for all primary students.
If you require any additional information please don’t hesitate to contact the college via phone or send me an
email.
Larissa Carr
This years Year 9 CFA class have been working hard, getting
their Level II First Aid certificate with the help of Rich Rivers,
Christine.

Hopefully none of them will have to use these newly developed skills in their lifetime but it’s a great life skill to have.
The CPR component has been our favourite so far with many laughs and questions and a realisation of how hard it really is to perform CPR for long periods of
time.

Larissa Carr
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ASPIRATIONS 2016
has arrived!!
LIMITED COPIES
Copies of our ever popular college
magazine have arrived from the
printers and are ready for SALE!!
If you haven’t already said you would
like a copy—it’s NOT TOO LATE!!
$10 a copy will secure a piece of
Rushworth P-12 history…. Call in to the
office to collect one, or send $10 in an
envelope with your student.
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Year 7 vaccinations in 2017
The Secondary School Vaccine Program offers free vaccines to Year 7 students which will be held Tuesday March
21st. These vaccines provide protection against:
Diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis (whooping cough) – one dose
Human Papillomavirus (HPV) – three doses
Varicella (chicken pox) – one dose
Parents/guardians of year 7 students should look out for the vaccine consent card booklet that came home from
school with your child. You need to read the booklet and complete and return Part A regardless of whether your
child is being vaccinated at school.
The Shire of Campaspe immunisation service may contact you about the Secondary School Vaccine Program.
Schools are authorised to provide basic parent/guardian contact details to local councils for this purpose.
Contact the school by 28 February 2017 if you do not want your contact details given to the Shire of Campaspe
immunisation service.
To learn more about the Secondary School Vaccine Program, the vaccines, the diseases they protect against, or
how you can prepare your child for vaccination, go to betterhealth.vic.gov.au or immunehero.health.vic.gov.au

TRAIN CLUB is back for 2017!
Join in the fun of Train Club on Thursday lunchtimes
1.45 - 2.15pm
See Ms Klinberg if you are interested
as numbers are limited!

Singing Club
Wednesday’s 1.45 - 2.15pm
See Ms Klinberg if you are keen to join in the FUN!

Want to be a Maths Guru ??
Come and see Mr. Akan in the Study Hub
during lunchtime on Tuesday. He is willing to
show you how to master your Maths
Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Resilient
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Don’t forget….
you can keep in touch with the
College regularly via the
following Social Media sources.
If you would like us to promote your upcoming event or
organisation please email the details to:
rushworth.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au

TALENT QUEST
Saturday 4 March at 4 pm
Nagambie Mechanic’s Institute Hall
Free entry
Cash prizes
Two age groups: Up to 16 & 16 to 25 years
Register through Trybooking online at nagambieonwater.com.au
or phone Di Proud 5794 1520

MUSIC WORKSHOPS
Sunday 5 March at 11 am
Nagambie Mechanic’s Institute Hall
Free entry
Adults and children ever wanted to have a go at playing a musical instrument or see how
they are played?
Come along and have a go!
Ukulele, guitar, washboard, harmonica and drums will be on offer
More information at nagambieonwater.com.au or phone Di Proud 5794 1520
Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Resilient

