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What a wonderful community celebration we took part in this week…. More inside. 
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News from the Principal…. 
At last year’s presentation night, I mentioned how proud I was to be the principal of Rushworth P-12 College. This 
is mostly due to it being such a great school with wonderful student, staff, family and community members making 
it a place full of promise. There is another reason, however, why I feel so proud to be a teacher and school leader 
at Rushworth. 

Rushworth P-12 College is a government school. That means we are an inclusive school where we welcome all of 
the children that select to enrol as students who are part of our community. It is the right of every child to receive 
an education and I believe that our college, along with all government schools, embrace the students in their care 
and accept the various challenges that naturally arise due to the diversity of the individuals. 

The adoption of Positive Behaviour Interventions and Supports acknowledges the fact that our students, the 
children that form the community of Rushworth and surrounding districts now and into the future, arrive at school 
with various learning needs that are not only related to academic outcomes but also social and emotional 
outcomes. As we know, when we are learning, we will make mistakes. Who can remember learning a complex 
maths problem at school and trying to understand rules that just don’t make sense? Some of our students 
experience difficulties in knowing how to express themselves in ways that are more commonly viewed as 
respectful. The reasons behind this are varied and often complex. 

Being an inclusive school requires us to have great resiliency but also great respect for everyone as individuals. 
There is much work being done by our staff to ensure that we are being responsible by meeting our obligations; 
both moral and legal. 

So, the reason why I am so proud is because I believe that educators play one of the most important roles in 
society. I also know the important role that every parent/carer/guardian plays when they choose to enrol their 
child in a public school. You are contributing in a powerful way to build a strong future. Thank you and please 
continue to have faith in a wonderful system that embraces the young people in its care and provides a high quality 
education to all of its students. 

School Council 

As was detailed in our earlier newsletters, college council elections have been held.  We had two nominations for 
the parent vacancies which means there is still one spare vacancy in this category.  

Our School Council members are as follows. 

Parent Members: Tracey Bons (Vice President), Tracey Jones, Kathrin Lange, Jenni Rathjen, Donelle Robinson 
(Treasurer). 

Co-opted Community Members: Cass Alexander (President), Jessica Hamilton, Taylor Cornford  

DET Members: Leanne Miller (Executive Officer), Peter Bovell (Secretary), Dean Jamieson 

At our recent meeting, we thanked Mrs Mica Rosenberg and Judy West for their contributions to the college over 
the year. Their passion and enthusiasm for the college made them council members that made a difference. Mica 
had held the position of president during her time on council, was a member on several principal selection panels 
along with a member of our finance sub-committee. Judy was also a member of our finance sub-committee and a 
strong advocate for our college in the community. It is with gratitude and respect that I acknowledge their efforts 
and thank them for their service publicly in this newsletter. 

Great Things are Happening 

As I have mentioned on numerous occasions, our involvement in the University of Melbourne’s Network of Schools 
program has led to us having a focus on improving the reading outcomes of all students. 

Kerrie McMillan, the Literacy Coach, and Ms Grace Bannon are working tirelessly together to embed a strong Early 
Years program in the Foundation to Year 2 classroom. I am fortunate enough to work in the room three days a 

week with the students alongside these two and great things are happening.  
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Our students are enjoying Shared Reading and Writing sessions where they are 
developing a stronger understanding of these processes. Our younger students 
are not only able to identify letters, but also some words. I was delighted to hear 
one of the students I had read to the day before, tell me they are a reader - if we 
believe, we can. 

I listened to two young students read aloud the stories they had written and the 
pride in their voice was evident. I hope they could see how proud of them I was, 
too. I encourage you to talk to your child about the learning that is occurring so 
they can let you know just how amazing they are. 

We have purchased many new resources and these are arriving and being used in the classroom with positive 
outcomes already evident. Children in the primary area will be bringing home new reader covers that not only 
protect their readers, but also have a pocket at the front that enables notes to be easily seen by yourselves and the 
teacher. Hopefully, this  assists the students in ensuring that communication is occurring between the school and 
home. 

Staff Learning 

Staff are fully embracing the adage that ‘learning is the work’ at our college. “Collaborative Walks” have occurred 
throughout this last week where staff visited each others classroom and collected data on what they saw the 
teacher of the class doing. We are concentrating on the ‘focused instruction’ phase of the lesson and I have 
included the template that we are using to help raise your awareness of some of the work we are undertaking as a 
school putting in extensive efforts to continually improve.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hume Region Swimming Sports 

Hailey W represented our college at the Hume Region Swimming Sports this week in the 50m freestyle, 
breaststroke, and backstroke. We are very proud of Hailey’s efforts and thank her for the outstanding commitment 
she has shown as she pursues excellence in her chosen sport. 
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RAAF Centenary Celebrations 

Many of our students were able to attend the Centenary Celebrations that were held in Rushworth on Monday. A 
large crowd was in attendance and our students represented our college extremely well. 

Rushworth P-12 College student leaders, both past and present, played important roles in the event. To perform in 
front of a large audience at such a significant event, is a great achievement and I congratulate them for this. 

Our primary students were also involved joining in with the RAAF band and three other Primary Schools: 
Colbinabbin Primary School, Stanhope Primary School and our local Catholic school, St Marys. It was great to have 
these schools come together and it gave special emphasis to the words in the chorus that we are all very familiar 
with, “We are one”. 

Positive Community, Positive Outcomes 

A reminder that Family/Student/Teacher interviews are occurring on the final two days of term. Please endeavour 

to accompany your child so that they benefit from the partnership that opportunities such as these help us build.  

The Friday is a day when your child will only attend with you at the interview.  

No normal classes will be held on this day as all teachers will be involved in interviews.  

Your feedback on this approach will be sought as we endeavour to increase the number of families who are able to 

attend.  

 
Kind regards, 
 
Leanne Miller, Principal 
 
 

Currently reading:  The Giraffe and the Pelly and Me by Roald Dahl 

Recently finished:  The Invaders by John Flanagan – Book 2 of the Brotherband series 

Staff and students enjoyed taking part in the recent ANZAC Centenary celebrations in Rushworth 
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Honouring Frank & George.. 
Monday 20 March was indeed a big day of celebration not only for the Rushworth community but also for all of us 
here at the college - it was a day when two of ‘our old boys’ were honoured for their efforts in the Defence Force. 

Our Primary students joined in with the Air Force Band, along with the students from Stanhope, Colbinabbin & St 
Mary’s to sing ‘We are one”.  

Our Year 12 students featured in the ceremony, presenting wreaths to dignitaries for laying at  the memorial. 
College Captains Taylor & Jess laid a wreath on behalf of all district schools and former student Blake Rosenberg, 
also spoke, honouring the efforts of George Jones. 

Congratulations to the members of the hard working committee that brought us this monument , it will be 
honoured by the community for many years to come.  

Below is the speech that current House Captain of McNamara - Kody Diegan delivered on behalf of the College. 

“As the 2017 McNamara House Captain at Rushworth P-12 College, I would like to begin by saying how privileged I feel to hold 
that position - and what an extraordinary honor it is to carry Frank McNamara’s name within my school. 

History shows that one hundred years ago, Francis (Frank) Hubert McNamara was a student at the very school that I now 
attend. The only Australian airman to have received the Victoria Cross during World War One, his is a powerful legacy indeed.  

This incredible war hero spent time in the very buildings where today’s College students walk, talk and learn on a daily basis. It 
is indeed humbling to stop and think of this great man having stood where we now stand today.  

Frank McNamara inspires me whenever I walk the same school corridors as he did. 

He grew up in the very town where I live today. He attended the same school as I now do, then went on to become one of our 
nation’s greatest war heroes. He mixed outstanding academic results with a penchant for mischief, a love of adventure and a 
free spirit that equipped him brilliantly for his adult life.  

He set an example to all of us who may be concerned that this little town of Rushworth is too limiting. He showed each and 
every one of us that just because we don’t live in a large city such as Melbourne; it doesn’t mean we can’t impact history.  

Not only was Frank McNamara a genuine war hero! He was also a powerful role model to all of the people of Rushworth”. 
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In week six  we saw The Unit 3 & 4 VCE Outdoor Ed students venture off to Wilsons Prom 

for a three day hike around the national park and celebrating Janelle’s 18th Birthday.  

Day one of our hike saw students powering through the hill climbs with very little 

complaints  with only some worried about the heaviness of packs. Students were 

determined to smash out the 7km hike on the first day and did so by lunch time, resulting 

in some much needed rest and recuperation by the beach, along side a few other 

campers at Sealers Cove. The night at Sealers Cove tested our wits, having wombats and 

possums roaming and screeching around our tents throughout the night. Feeling proud 

of ourselves in the morning, for not losing any food to the animals overnight, we were 

soon proven wrong with Matt’s discovery of his missing ‘Day 3’ and ‘Day 4’ Snacks.  Little did we know that these 

animals had discovered and demolished Matt’s snacks leaving only the black cat lollies behind and rubbish, leaving 

Matt devastated and the rest of the group in stitches.  

Day two hike saw the group tackle rocky terrain with a lot of hill climbs and down hill action, testing our patience 

and pain threshold. The hike was very well worth it when reaching the incredible Lt Waterloo Bay, showcasing the 

whitest sand and incredible waves we had seen thus far. Lochie spoiled himself on his birthday by guzzling down 

some pancake mixture for pre-tea and by being the kind boy he is, helping out other campers around the site. Early 

morning for the last day of hiking set us off to see Waterloo Bay, seemingly easy, we all were confident and feeling 

positive in our ability to get this final hike done before lunch like day one. Until we were met with the track to the 

Junction and absolutely shocked us all on its difficulty rating, testing even Mr Tinning and Miss Duthie’s ability to 

climb the hill. The steep incline of the final hike slowed everyone down, except for Matt and Ike, who powered up 

the hill like champions.  

 

With a much needed break between the hike to the junction and climbing 

Mt Oberon, we set off again for another steep incline hike. This time with no 

packs (thankfully!), but still seemed never ending. The final view from the 

top was absolutely mind blowing.  

I think a few Outdoor Ed students may have opinions on what teachers can 

go on camps from now on, but apart from the sore shoulders and feet – the 

camp was an incredible experience.  

Elli Duthie 
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Year 8 English 
Short Stories… 

The last two weeks Miss Dupuy' s Year 8 English class 
have been working hard to write short stories.  

The students have really knuckled down and as a result 
many have written great creative pieces.  

The students have also learnt how to type up their 
stories, using different functions in Microsoft Word and 
Google Docs that they've never used before. 

Keep an eye on the 'English' board in N Block, as you may 
very well see some brilliant short stories up there soon!  

Miss Dupuy.  
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LIBRARY LEARNINGS 

Title: Frogkisser!                                                                               Author: Garth Nix 

Blurb: TALKING DOGS 

MISCHIEVOUS WIZARDS 

AN AVIL STEPSTEPFATHER 

AN AMUNDANCE OF AMPHIBIANS 

SUCH OS THE LIFE OF A FROGKISSER 

Princess Anya needs to see a wizard about a frog. It’s not her frog, it’s her sis-
ter's. And it’s not a frog, it’s actually a prince. A prince who was once in love 
with Anya’s sister, but has now been turned into a frog by their evil               
stepstepfather. And Anya has made a ‘sister promise’ that she will find a way to 
return Prince Denholm to human form… 

So begins and exciting, hilarious, irreverent quest through the Kingdom of    
Trallonia and out the other side, in a fantastical tale of all ages, full of laughs 
and danger, surprises and delights, and a immense population of frogs. 

Love Stories 

Adolescents 

New York City 

Dating 

Secrecy 

Blogs 

Love Stories 
Adolescents 
Friendship 

London 
(England) 

Girls 
Dating (Social) 

Blogs 

Love Stories 
Adolescents 

Human Relations 
Bands (Music) 

Blogs  
Europe 

‘Girl Online’ series now available…  

Author: Zoe Sugg 

Girl Online. Book 1  

On Tour. Book 2 

Going Solo. Book 3 

Keep reading! 
 

Kerri-Anne Nurse 
Library Manager 
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Victorian Premiers’ Reading 
Challenge 

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Rushworth P-12 College is excited to be participating.  

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of reading for 
literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set number of books 
by September 2017. 

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and teachers.  

Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier and 
can choose to have their name included on the online Honour Roll.  

Information will be sent home with students shortly, but now is a great time to start your own little challenge. 

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian Premiers’ 
Reading Challenge, visit:  

www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  

For any additional information on the 
Challenge and how it will operate at our 
school, please contact the following teachers: 

Miss Bannon – primary students   

Miss Dupuy – secondary students 

Are you interested in volunteering at the College in 
2017?  

Not sure what you could do? Or what requirements you need to fulfil before you start ? 

 
Then please consider coming along to an information session on Friday 31 March at 10.30am - morning tea will be 

provided.  
Please register your interest to the general office 

by Thursday 30 March. 

 
Contact Kerrie Raglus if you would like to find out 

more. 
 

We hope you consider 'putting your 
hand up to help' ....  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
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Want to be a Maths Guru ?? 
 

Come and see Mr. Akan in the Study Hub  

during lunchtime on Tuesday. He is willing to 

show you how to master your Maths skills. 

TRAIN CLUB is back for 2017! 
Join in the fun of Train Club on Thursday lunchtimes  

1.45 - 2.15pm 

See Ms Klinberg if you are interested as numbers are limited! 

Coming Term 2….. 

We are lucky enough to be able to offer after school Sports Program again for 
Term 2, 3 and 4 due to funding accessed through the Sporting Schools Program.  

Two of our year 12 students will be running these sporting school sessions on a 
Monday and Thursday afternoon. 

Time: 3:30pm - 4:30pm  

Term 2  – 24th April – 8th June 

Term 3  – 17th July – 31th August 

Term 4  – 9th October – 23rd December 

Permission forms were sent home last week for all primary students—please let us know if you didn’t receive 
yours. 

If you require any additional information please don’t hesitate to contact the college via phone . 

Larissa Carr 

YEP ‘MINI MARKET’ will be appearing at the  

Rushworth Easter Festival Market… 

Come along and support us raise funds for our program. 

Lots of Easter goodies to devour… 

Toffee Apples, chocolate apples, slices and more…. 
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The Sports Report.. 
 

On Tuesday 21 March, Hailey W represented the College and 
the Goulburn Murray Division at the Hume Interschool  

Swimming Carnival.  

 

Hailey qualified for this by winning her freestyle, backstroke 
and breaststroke events at our college swimming carnival and 
then competed and qualified at the Interschool  Swimming 
Carnival in Shepparton soon after. 

 

Hailey swam extremely well and we are very proud of her 
efforts. 

VCAL students become real-life painters… 
Our VCAL students have been ‘painting’ the primary buildings at the college recently… well sort of! 

In numeracy the VCAL students were set the challenge to ‘paint’ the primary building. 

They had to use their skills in measurement and area to figure out how much wall space needed painting, then 
work out how much paint they would need to complete the job. 

Next step was to present a budget of the total cost to Ms Miller. 

Students felt it was a worthwhile project and they enjoyed the ‘hands-on’ aspect of the task given them. They 
unanimously agreed they could/ would use this skill in  the future! 

What’s next?  
Their next VCAL numeracy project will be ‘building a dream home’… where they will have to find the perfect  
home site, plan and cost their dream home and furnish it. 
 
We look forward to seeing this project develop and perhaps share some of their dream homes with you next term. 

Wonder if they will be anything like this??? 
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Rushworth 
Junior Netball 2017 

 
Starting Thursday 30 March at 4:30pm 

Rushworth Rec Reserve 

Net Set Go 

Grade 3/4 
Grade 5/6 

Enquiries to: Amy Francis 0429 186 273 

TATURA NETBALL ASSOCIATION 

Just a reminder that players who intend to play in the SNA Afternoon 
competition need to register  at  

 http:/www.tna.vic.netball.com.au immediately. 

Teams will be registered with the SNA on Wednesday 22/03/2017. 
Players  will not be entered in a team if they have not registered & 
paid. 

 

Training times are; 

13 & Under - Thursday - 4.45 pm to 6.15 pm. 

15 & Under - Tuesday & Thursday - 6.00 pm to 7.30 pm. 

 

Simon Pogue, President. 

Kyabram Lawn Tennis 
Club Easter Tournament 

April 15, 16 and 17 April 

Round Robin Doubles,  

Round Robin Singles and  

Round Robin Mixed 

Juniors and Senior Events 

For more information see entry 
form at 

www.kyabramtennis.com.au or 
Chris George0438523938 

http://www.tna.vic.netball.com.au/
http://www.kyabramtennis.com.au
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If you would like us to promote your  
upcoming event or organisation please  

email the details to: 

 

rushworth.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au  

DON’T FORGET - we will be appearing at the Easter Festival Market... 


