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Cookie jars at the recent Easter Market were a best-seller. See more on page 4.
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A BIG ‘THANK YOU’ to the Van der Elst family who have
donated a beautiful collection of books to the College
Library.
The collections are: Roald Dahl – ‘Phizz-whizzing Collection’
and Ladybird Tales Classic Collection.
Kerri-Anne Nurse.
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News from the Principal….
Welcome back to everyone after our first term break for the year. The weather was mostly great and I hope that
everyone got to enjoy some precious time together as a family doing those things that bring us joy.

In Pursuit of Excellence
As you know, the first day of Term 2 was a student free day and I thought that I should share with you the work
that was undertaken on that day.
Our Annual Implementation Plan shows that we are concentrating on “Building Practice Excellence” which is one of
the initiatives outlined in the Department’s, Framework for Improving Student Outcomes. There are sound
evidence-based reasons for us selecting this as a focus. Here are two reasons.
•

Effective teaching is the single biggest determinant of student improvement in the school. Teachers not only
have a direct impact on student achievement but also student engagement and motivation for learning.
What teachers do in the classroom and how they interact with students is vital.

•

Excellence in teaching and learning means teachers are prepared with strong knowledge in their content
area(s) and have the skills to utilise high-impact pedagogical strategies to improve student learning. Teachers
own learning journey is never complete and they actively seek opportunities for feedback and collaboration
with others in an effort to improve student outcomes.

The Staff Professional Learning Day saw us working on the Focused Instruction section of our Instructional Model.
Our efforts will remain on this area for this term as a minimum length of time. Staff have indicated that they wish
to be given the opportunity to continue their learning at a more in-depth level rather than commence something
new without reaching a greater sense of mastery. I applaud this attitude and their willingness to provide feedback
about their own learning needs. We are all working together to support each other so that we can provide students
with the best learning opportunities. Our collaborative walks will continue and staff are meeting in professional
learning teams to plan and provide feedback around their practice.
Our Year 12 students would have experienced what holidays are like for students in their final year of schooling. It
is not the holidays of the past where books can be put away and forgotten. It is more time to complete tasks and
summarise notes as they attempt to consolidate their learning. There is also the expectation that preparation is
being undertaken for the new learning that is planned for this term. It is a big year for these students with many
demands placed on them and I have been heartened by the feedback from our teachers about the attitudes of our
2017 cohort. I encourage them to keep up the good work. The rewards are well worth it in the end.

Positive Community, Positive Outcomes
Thank you to all families who attended the Family/Student/Teacher interviews on the last two days of term. It is
always a pleasure to meet the families that support the young people we come into contact with every day.
We will be seeking feedback from our families around the event to ensure that we are responsive to your needs.
This feedback is sought from both those who did attend but also from those that did not. There may have been
barriers to you doing so that we are not aware of. If possible, we would love to remove those.
As a staff, we spoke about the highlights of Term 1. This showed the importance we place on
connecting with our community as for many staff the highlight was events that involved the
community such as the RAAF celebrations and the Family/Student/Teacher interviews.

Positive Behaviour Interventions and Supports (PBIS)
Our whole school blitz is on being respectful in the learning areas. Advisory teachers will be working
with the students to ensure that we are all understanding the appropriate behaviours and using the
same language to communicate our expectations.
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Continued...
The language in our Expectation Matrix is as follows:
•
•
•

Use kind words to others
Listen carefully and work co-operatively
Care for other people and their belongings

We all know that respect in our learning areas is a vital part of ensuring that every student
has the opportunity to learn and hope that you support us during this blitz.
Kind regards,
Leanne Miller, Principal
Currently reading: The Frogkisser by Garth Nix – new release
Recently finished: The Grand, Genius Summer of Henry Hoobler by Lisa Shanahan – new release

Book Club coordinator Ms. Carolyn Fraser, wants to encourage students and parents to
get involved in “Read Aloud More in May”

There are lots of prizes to be won by registering on the website link.
www.scholastic.com.au/nfrm

You could even combine this competition with the Premier’s Reading Challenge??
More details about that competition will happen next edition.
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CFA is off and running!
Our first session was held this week, in the welcome stranger classroom at school with the help of four
community fire brigade volunteers from Murchison, Toolleen and Rushworth.
The students and I are super excited to get into the swing of things and learn how to be skilled
community fire brigade members. We will be moving off campus in the future weeks with theory and
practical held at our very own Rushworth Brigade. Throughout the year students will have the
opportunity to practice their skills in the local area as well as travelling to locations outside of Rushworth.
The program has been running successfully for a number of years and we proudly boast that it is the best
of its kind in the state.
It is only possible with the support of our local
brigades and the funding we receive from the
Advance program.
Larissa Carr
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Y— -yummy, yolks, yellow sunshine
E— - enterprising, Easter, enjoyable
P— - Produce, PRESENCE, personalities
Easter Saturday morning bright and early saw us set up a stall at the
Rushworth Easter Heritage Festival market.
YEP Students had spent time planning, and producing lots of delightful
goodies to sell to the community.
At the request of the Easter Festival committee we also dipped some
lovely fresh apples in toffee and chocolate. YUMMY!!

The ever popular ‘ cookies in a jar’ sold extremely well, and we hope that the customers enjoyed their
freshly baked M & M cookies.
Miss Dupuy certainly enjoyed her duty on the stall, she spent lots of time admiring the good looking dogs
that had come to town :)
The dream catchers made by Bethany Lunney, almost sold out, we are sure that people will now sleep
more peacefully with one of them above their bed.
The purpose of the students creating produce, and experiencing a market environment, was two-fold.
The students learning what is required to plan, and stock a market stall, and to promote to the community our up coming Mini Market later this term, and throughout the year.
Thank you to those students who supported the event - especially two NON YEP students - Harry Rathjen
& Daniel Lepustin who popped in to help. Katjana Tawhi also supported us by running a lunch delivery
service, it was greatly appreciated Katjana.
A big thankyou to the community for your support—we raised approx. $270.00 for the Mini Market
program.
Louise Dupuy & Kerrie Raglus.
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The College were honoured to let the Rushworth RSL sub-branch ‘borrow’ our “Saluting
their Service” framed pictures for the recent Anzac Centenary Celebrations.
Although they are now all back in their places in the main hall foyer at the College, we
think the display at the Rushworth Shire Hall looked pretty special.

Congratulations to the following students
who were announced as prize winners in
the recent Rushworth—Kyabram Art Group
competition. Students were asked to
complete a post card size work of art
depicting what family meant to them.
Year 7—8 winners were;
1st: Trinity Hay
2nd: Cleve Roberts
3rd: Mars Chitty

Year 9 - 10 winners were;
1st: Kyra Van der Elst
2nd: Julie Habegger
3rd: Imogen Giffening
Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Resilient
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Library Learnings…
CBCA Shortlisted Books Announced
Visit the below website….
http://cbca.org.au/short-list-2017
The College Library currently has the following shortlisted books available, please see below. All other
shortlisted books, I will endeavour to have available in the College Library in the very near future.

Shortlisted for Picture Book of the Year
Title: Mechanica: A Beginner’s Field Guide

Author: Lance Balchin

Blurb: Welcome to future Earth. Despite repeated warnings, the environment has become
polluted to such an extent that many areas of the globe have become uninhabitable, and
wildlife is now extinct. From ashes, a new style of ‘wildlife’ is created. Wildlife that will not
remain harnessed by humankind. Welcome to the world of Mechanica.

Shortlisted for….
The Book of the Year: Younger Readers
Title: Within These Walls
Author: Robyn Bavati
BASED ON TRUE EVENTS
Blurb: For Miri and her family, life in Warsaw is full of
simple joys. The smell of freshly baked challah, the
promise of summer holidays, and Fridays when everyone comes together to celebrate the Sabbath.
But then Germans march into Warsaw with their campaign of hatred against the Jews, Miri and her family
must move to the ghetto. One by one her family are
taken from her, and Miri finds herself alone.

Shortlisted for….
The Book of the
Year:
Older Readers

Shortlisted for…
The Book of the Year: Early Childhood
Title: Gary
Author/Illustrator: Leila Rudge
Shortlisted for….
The Picture Book of
the Year

Blurb: Any bird can find an adventure EVEN
GARY.
A story for birds who dare to dream.
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MARKET FRESH visits Rushworth P-12….
Yesterday we were very excited to welcome Carolyn and Tenesha from the Melbourne Markets authority, who delivered a Market Fresh program to the Prep to Year 8 students.
A HUGE BIG thank you must go to Wade Brown, Lochie Meulenmeesters, Russell Anderson, Bryce Kemp, Brandon
Gaertner –Sullivan, & Robert Russell who helped Christine Williams with all the preparation beforehand.
Carolyn & Tenesha spoke to the students about the difference between fruit and vegetables, how fruit and vegetables come and go from the Melbourne markets for us to buy in retail shops, then came the FUN part…
TASTING what was in season….strawberries, bananas, apples, pears, tomatoes, cucumber, capsicum, and a fresh
avocado dip.
Students and staff all thoroughly enjoyed the plate of fruit and vegetables provided to them., and were looking forward to completing some of the activities in the booklet provided. The booklet also has some great recipe ideas in
it for use at home, so please encourage your child to bring it home soon.
Thanks to Market
Fresh for coming to
visit, we enjoyed
having you here, and
learnt a lot about
where our fruit and
vegetables come
from.
Christine Williams
Canteen Manager
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Commencing Monday 24 April….
Two of our year 12 students will be running these sporting
school sessions on a Monday and Thursday afternoon.
Time: 3:30pm - 4:30pm
Term 2 – 24th April – 8th June
Permission forms were sent home last term for all primary students—they need to be
returned to participate!!
Fresh fruit will be served for an afternoon snack

If you require any additional information please don’t hesitate to contact the college via
phone on 58561230.
Larissa Carr

Want to be a Maths Guru ??
Come and see Mr. Akan in the Study Hub
during lunchtime on Tuesday. He is willing to
show you how to master your Maths skills.
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PARENTS - PLEASE NOTE

If you would like us to promote your upcoming event
or organisation please email the details to:
rushworth.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au

Campaspe Shire Council’s immunisation team visited the
College during March to provide FREE Dose 1 HPV & Tetanus/
Diphtheria/Whooping cough (Boostrix) vaccinations to all Year
7 students.
The chicken pox vaccine will be given to students on our next
visit in May as well as Dose 2 of HPV.
Students that were absent on the day we visited, or who have
not returned a consent card can obtain these immunisations
from Campaspe Shire Council at any of the monthly sessions.
NB. These vaccinations are only offered free from the
Government in the specific years.
Session times are available from the College office, or by
contacting Campaspe Shire Council on 1300 666 535.
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