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← The Foundation & Year 1 
class have been utilising 
our recent Berry Street 

staff learning by  
introducing circle time each 

morning. 
 

See what the other grades 
are up to inside! 

 

↑ 
Duke of Ed students have 

been stretching their  
comfort zones again - this 
time it was water aerobics 

at Aqua Moves.. 
Read more on page 11.  

 

← A small group of  
students attended the  

Avalon Air Show last Fri-
day, they gave the day a 

BIG thumbs up! 
Read more on page 10 
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 MARCH/APRIL 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

11 
 
LABOUR DAY 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

12 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School Activities 

13 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School Activities 

14 15 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School Activities 

 
Senior Summer Sports 
Day—selected  
Students. 

18 
 
College Council AGM  
7.00pm 

19 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School Activities 
 
Hume Swimming  
Carnival—selected  
students only. 

20 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School Activities 

21 22 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School Activities 

 
Newsletter published 

25 26 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School Activities 

27 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School Activities 

2 29 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School Activities 
 

1 2 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School Activities 

3 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School Activities 

4 
 
FAMILY STUDENT 
TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
3.40 —7.30 pm 

5 
 
FAMILY STUDENT  
TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
8.40 —12.50 pm 
*No scheduled classes, 
students attend  
interviews. 
 
LAST DAY OF TERM 1 

Coming up at the College 
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Our students in Years 3 through to 10 will be undertaking 
On Demand testing in the coming week. This testing 
provides teachers with an indication of your child’s levels in 
reading and number & algebra. Of course it is only a 
snapshot on the day, however, it is an unbiased result and 
is useful information for the teacher to use in their 
planning. This data should be shared with your child and 
the outcomes will be made available to you also.  

We are strongly encouraging our families to ensure that 
you are accessing Xuno, our online platform, on a regular 
basis. Teachers are providing details of when certain work is 
due and you can ensure that your child has submitted this. 
Our English teachers are working collaboratively to build a 
routine that has our students completing weekly 
homework. The students are to submit this work by Friday 
of each week in the specially made post box that can be 
found in N Building. There is support being provided each 
week to those who are having difficulties. It is great to hear 
that families are also supporting their children complete 
the tasks and this is a sign of parents/carers becoming 

partners of the school. Thank you to those who are doing 
this. If you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to 
contact our secondary English teachers Mr Ashley Baldwin, 
Ms Louise Dupuy or Mr David Price. 

Kerri-Anne Nurse has had a busy week providing 
opportunities for our children to browse the books for sale 
at the Scholastic Book Fair.  

Many children have 
approached me in 
the yard with their 
wish lists very 
excitedly. I hope 
these made it home 
to you. It was lovely 
to see their eager 
faces. I am making 
my purchases today 
– hope the books on 
my list are still there! 

In Pursuit of Excellence 

Positive Community, Positive Outcomes 

Principal News 

I would like to publically thank Mr John Meguyer for his  
willingness to join our School Council. John was nominated 
to be a parent member of our council and has filled a vacant 
position. Becoming a member of school council should be a 
fulfilling experience and I hope that John enjoys his time. 
There are still two positions that have not been filled. This 
does not stop the council from operating, however, I think it 
is important for our primary families to note that we do not 
have a parent/carer member of a primary student on  
council. It would be fantastic to have representation from 
this area and I encourage anyone interested to make  
contact with me to discuss further.  
Sarah-Lange Richards has been renominated to join as a  
student representative and she has filled the vacant position 
in this category. Julie Habegger continues in her second year 
and I thank both of these young people for their willingness 
to be involved.  
Special thanks must be given to Jenni Rathjen for her years 
of service on the council. Jenni’s support has been very 
much appreciated and I hope that she doesn’t feel lost now 
on that third Monday evening of the month. 

It was fantastic to see such a great turnout on Tuesday 

evening where Mr Jamie Daff hosted a Year 10 – 12  

information night. The importance of developing solid 

study habits both in school and at home was a key point 

that was stressed by our guest speaker, ex-student, Ms Abi 

Clarke.   

Another significant way for students to maximise their  

outcomes is to ensure that they use the knowledge and 

expertise of their teachers. It is expected that our senior 

students will be actively seeking extra support from their 

teachers outside of the scheduled classes.  

Students can arrange to meet with their teachers at 

lunchtime or recess, during their study sessions, or even 

after school on the afternoons when teachers are not  

already committed in meetings. Mention must be made of 

Ms Kerrie Raglus’ support of Mr Daff in organising the 

event and of all of our wonderful teachers who remained 

after their normal work hours to help make the night a  

success. A great team effort with students, parents, carers 

and teachers working together. 
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Principal News 

As many of you would be aware, our school uniform was 

reviewed two years ago and we responded to the input of 

parents and students and made the changes that were 

requested and approved by School Council.  

We have been having a blitz on uniform as part of our 

SWPBS and I would like to thank the vast majority of our 

students who have supported this by coming to school in 

uniform every day.  

Uniform is compulsory for all students and our Team 

Leaders and Advisory teachers will be contacting you if your 

child is not compliant.  

We have just purchased uniform pieces that we will provide 

to your child for the day so we can support them in 

following the directions and help make the wearing of 

school uniform a routine for them. As we know, consistency 

Currently reading: Nevermoor: The Trials of Morrigan Crow by Jessica Townsend  

is important in the implementation of SWPBS, and hence 

our expectations are that all students must be in uniform.  

Don’t forget, if you are having financial difficulties that 

are stopping you purchasing uniform, please don’t 

hesitate to make contact with us.  

We are willing and able to support you. 

 
With regards, 
 
Leanne Miller 

Principal 

We held our first whole school assembly on Thursday 7 March. This was the first of our new 
monthly assemblies where we gather as a whole school to celebrate student successes.  

Our next assembly will be on Thursday 4 April at 9.00am.  
We strongly encourage parents to attend. 
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School attendance this year is again an important goal for 
the college. Our goal for 2019 is that no more than 46% of 
Primary Students and 47% of secondary students have 
more than 20 days of absence per year. You can support us 
with this goal by limiting absences where possible to no 
more than one full day a fortnight.  
 
It is fantastic to see students who have been able to attend 
every day since the beginning of school, which we recently 
acknowledged in our whole college assembly this week. 
Congratulations to the following students: William Apple-
ton, Aleyah Baksh, Anita Barlow, Matt Caton, Michael Fung, 
Michelle Fung, Philip Fung, Josh Hawking, Chloe Laurie, 
Charlie Marshall, Emma Marshall, Haylee Marshall, Jess 
McLean, Monique Robinson, Olivia Rose, Sam Sharples, 
Taksin Suksanit. 
 
Ideally students attend every day of school and this year we 
are also focussing on ensuring that students catch up on 
any absence from class time. To support this work parents 
and guardians should be able to view upcoming and recent 
assessment items on Xuno to support their child with  
staying up to date with their learning. You can see this  
information in the purple boxes in the image below on your 
Xuno Portal. It also means that all assessment is complete 
to ensure that the end of semester reports more accurately 
reflect the student’s abilities.  

 

We will again be sending home letters to advise parents of 
any ongoing non-attendance. The purpose behind these 
letters is to ensure that we are communicating significant 

absences that have resulted in either five days of  
unexplained absence or a total absence of below 90%.  
 
The letters are not in any way punitive but, like mid-
semester reports, exist to provide formal communication 
for concerns that may impact student learning, which in 
this case is absence from class. Even if these absences have 
parent approval and are unavoidable, it is important that 
this communication takes place so home and school are 
both aware of the potential impact. Attached to the letters 
are some information around the importance of  
attendance and some tips for supporting attendance. While 
for some families these strategies may not be relevant, 
there are still those families whose children are resisting 
attending school for which this information may enable 
some change. 
 
Our office admin, your child’s advisors and year-level  
leaders should be contacting you to follow up on any  
unexplained absences, as The Department of Education 
and Training requires that parents provide a reason for  
absence within 72 hours. I have noticed that more parents 
are responding to SMS absence messages or calling in to 
provide explanations as this expectation is being promoted, 
and I would like to thank those parents for their support. 
 
 

Please feel free to contact me regarding 

any questions related to attendance or 

even to help provide a better  

understanding of why. I am aware that, 

given our location, there will be  

unavoidable absences due to  

appointments in our major neighbouring 

cities and towns, which can be difficult to 

keep outside of school hours.  

 

If this or other unavoidable circumstances 

are a factor it is great for us to have this 

feedback to better understand our  

attendance.  

 

 

 

 

Peter Bovell 

Assistant Principal 
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Berry Street 

Over the past few weeks, the teachers in the primary area 
have been busily apply their learnings from our Berry Street 
Education Model professional learning day. Each grade in 
the primary area now begins the day with a ‘Morning  
Circle’. This circle provides an opportunity for students and 
teachers to start the day in a positive way with a greeting, 
review of expectations, check in questions as well as a  
positive primer! Here are some pictures which show our 
primary grades engaging in the ‘Morning Circles’. Ask your 
child to talk to you about our morning circles! 

Mobile Phones 

Over the past few weeks we have been having 
a blitz on mobile phones in the primary area. 
The expectation in the primary area is that 
phones are not seen during school hours, which includes 
both during class times, recess and lunchtimes. We under-
stand that at times students are required to bring their 

phones to school, however we ask that they be given to Mr 
Harvey each morning prior to the school day beginning. If 
you urgently need to contact your child, please contact the 
office and they will ensure it is passed on ASAP.  

Head lice 

We have had a number of cases of head lice 
throughout the primary area over the last few 
weeks. Just a reminder to check your child’s 
hair frequently for head lice and treat  
accordingly.  
(The last newsletter included information sheets if you need 
support). 

Hats 

Just another friendly reminder that students need to be 
wearing their sun smart hats in the yard for the remainder 
of Term 1. If you do not have a hat, please contact the 
office to purchase a replacement.  

We need your bottle tops! 

We are collecting a range of different plastic bottle tops for 
our Bottle Top Art Mural! Ms Fraser has been diligently col-
lecting these over the past 12 months and we are seeking 
some more to create our mural! If you have any plastic 
bottle tops at home that you are happy to part with, could 
you please send them washed to Ms Fraser in the 5/6 
room. Here is an example of what another school has done 
with their plastic bottle tops! 

 

Awards 

As part of our Primary Assembly each week, we will be 
awarding a range of individual and class awards as follows 

Star of the Week (individual) – awarded to students 
who demonstrate the 3R’s in all areas of their 
schooling.  

Continued... 
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Reader of the Week (individual) – awarded to students 
who demonstrate a positive attitude towards read-
ing or improvement in their reading at home or at 
school 

Highest Weekly Class Attendance (class) – awarded to 
the class who have the highest attendance for the 
week. 

Star of the Week 

Congratulations to the following students who have been 
awarded Star of the Week this week; 

P/1 – Alesia Atkinson for being a great listener who always 
follows teacher instructions.   

2-3 – Helena Edward for demonstrating excellent work hab-
its in the classroom. 

5/6 – Haylee Marshall presented in recognition of display-
ing our College Values.  

Reader of the week 

Congratulations to the following students who have been 
awarded the Reader of the Week this week; 

P/1 – Armani Salem for working hard with staying on task 
during reading session and reading the whole time. 

2-4 – Ethan Atkinson for working hard with staying on task 
during reading sessions.  

5/6 – Abigale Baker for working hard with staying on task 
during silent/independent reading.  

 

Attendance Award 

Congratulations to the following grades on being the high-
est attended grades for the weeks; 

Week 3 – Gr P/1 

Week 4 – Gr 5/6 

Week 5 – Gr P/1 

Until next newsletter, 
 
Ash Harvey & Stacee Kingdon 
F-6 Leaders 

Star Award recipients: Helena, Haylee and Alesia 

Reader of the Week Award recipients: Armani & Abigale.  

Attendance Award classroom representatives. 
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 This week we held our Year 10-12 Information Evening, this 
was well attended by Years 10 and 11 students and their 
parents,  this was very pleasing to see.  

Thank you to former graduate, Abi Clarke for coming in and 
sharing her experiences of VCE. I think we can all agree that 
the main takeaway from Abi was that it is very important to 
complete all the set work, including the homework as once 
the exams start it is too late to go back and learn something 
you did not complete during the year. 

A huge well done to Murphy Bertram, Murphy has really 
impressed at his workplace on Fridays and has also worked 
very hard in his VCAL classes, and classes at GOTAFE on 
Wednesdays. Due to this great work ethic Murphy has been 
offered an extra day of work placement at Jayell Ford in  
Kyabram. Well done Murphy keep up the great work! 
 

A reminder to all 10-12 students that we are currently  

running a blitz on Truancy and Leaving College Grounds, as 

mentioned in advisory you are the leaders of the school and 

need to be setting a positive example to the rest of the  

students in the College.    

 
Jamie Daff 
Year 10-12 Leader 

Sarah & Julie enjoyed exploring careers at Avalon Air Show 

Thank you Abi for coming along and sharing some hints with the students 
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AVALON AIR SHOW EXCITES 
 Last Friday we had a group of students very keen to explore 
the career options available in the aviation industry…..so 
keen they were happy to meet the bus at 6.20am to leave 
for Avalon. 
Christine Williams accompanied our students along with 
students and staff from Kyabram P-12 College, and we want 
to thank her for volunteering to go along. 
 
Feedback from those who attended said the day was  
fabulous, the presenters were very informative, and to 
have the opportunity to play with specialist drones, rumble 
around in huge aircraft and listen to jets flying overhead 
was amazing. 
 
The College would like to extend their thanks to the  
Campaspe Cohuna LLEN who supported us with funds to 
cover the bus travel—meaning we could offer the  
opportunity for FREE! 
 
We hope to be able to 
offer the opportunity 
again in 2021. 
 
Kerrie Raglus 
Student  
Pathways 
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Duke of Ed give Water Aerobics a go! 

On Wednesday the 27th of February, the Duke of  
Edinburgh students went up to Shepparton to Aqua 
Moves and participated in our very own Water Aerobics 
session.  
All of the students didn’t really expect how much fun and 
physically intensive the session was going to be.  
 
Overall the students really enjoyed jumping out of their 
comfort zone and trying something new. 
 
Feedback from the 
instructor was also very 
positive with our students 
being very respectful and 
responsible whilst  
undertaking the class! Well 
done Duke of Ed students! 
 
Curtis McDonald 
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Indonesian 
Foundation/Year One have been having a great time learning Indonesian. They have been asking ‘Siapa nama kamu?’ (What 
is your name?) and responding with ‘Nama saya ….’ (My name is …..).  

It is great to see the year 1 students helping the Prep students in role plays when modelling the language.  
Year Two/Three/Four have been rehearsing their 1-10 numbers song.  

Satu, dua, tiga, bunga, 

empat, lima, enam, bunga, 

tujuh, delapan, sembilan, bunga, 

sepuluh bunga-bunga. 
They are very excited to perform the song at assembly and have been making the props for the item. Music helps students 

to retain second language vocabulary and the students sure sing loud and proud! 

 
Terima Kasih (Thank-you) 
Ibu Henderson 
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Swimming sports were held on Thursday 21st February  

Thank you to the VCAL students for assisting in running the 
day and a huge thank you to the house captains and Brad 
Anderson for encouraging the students to swim on the day. 

Well done to all our age group champions: 

Overall house champion was McNamara and 

this result came down to the amount of students who  

participated on the day. 

 

Jamie Daff 

Sports Coordinator 

13 years Jorja Ponton Caleb McIlroy 

14 years Kahlea Spiby Branden Wilson 

15 year Sophie McLean William Appleton 

16 years Ebony Jones Jaiden McIlroy 

17 years & Hailey Wilson Taksin Suksanit 

18 years & 
over 

Chloe Laurie 

Isabelle Crute 

Bethany Lunney 

Emily Vanderdonk 

CONGRATULATIONS to 

Branden and Hailey  

Wilson who represented 

the college at the  

interschool swimming 

sports last Friday March 

1. 

Branden and Hailey both 

performed well, with 

Branden being named as 

the age champion.  

What a bonus it was 

that Ms Miller and Mr 

Daff were in attendance 

to see their success. 

Both students will be 

representing the college 

at the next level soon. 

We will keep you posted 

of how they perform.  

Our Age Champions were announced at the whole school assembly this week. 
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If you would  
like us to promote 

your upcoming 
event or  

organisation  
please  email the 

details to:  

 
rushworth.p12 
@edumail.vic. 

gov.au  
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The Classifieds 

Before School Activities  

is back for 2019!  
 

Every Tuesday, Wednesday and  

Friday morning from 8.00 am come down  

to the Stadium and get involved in some  

organised sports and activities to help you  

start the day on the right note.  

 

All students are welcome.  

 
See Mr. Price,  

Mr. Gardner or Mr. 

McDonald  

for any more  

information. 
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