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Our Year 2/3/4 class  
certainly put on a great 

performance of the  
Indonesian language at  
our first whole school  

assembly on  
the 7 March. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

Branden Wilson on coming first in the 50m 
Breastroke at Albury  - Branden is now off to 
represent the College in the STATE Swimming 

championships. 
 

Special mention to Hailey Wilson who also  
performed well at the regional carnival  

against some fast competition! 
 

#positivecommunity 
#positiveoutcomes 
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 MARCH/APRIL 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

25 
 
MATES Mentoring  
training 

26 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School Activities 

27 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School Activities 
 
Foundation—Year 6 
Learning Portfolios  
Information session 
5.30 - 6.30pm 

28 
 
MATES Mentoring  
Training 
 
Student Progress reports 
open on Xuno for  
Parents 

29 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School Activities 
 

1 
 
Year 10 Immunisations 

2 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School Activities 
 
Year 12 vs staff Dress up 
day 

3 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School Activities 

4 
 
Whole school Assembly 
9.00 - 9.30am 
N Building foyer 
 
FAMILY STUDENT 
TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
3.40 —7.30 pm 

5 
 
FAMILY STUDENT  
TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
8.40 —12.50 pm 
*No scheduled classes, 
students attend  
interviews. 
 
LAST DAY OF TERM 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22 
 
EASTER MONDAY 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

23 
 
Term 2 commences 

24 
 
STAFF PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING 
STUDENT FREE DAY 
 

25 
 
ANZAC DAY 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

26 

 

*PARENTS PLEASE NOTE THE CALENDAR ITEMS FOR WEEK 1 of TERM 2 

Coming up at the College 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
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Bookings have now opened on Xuno for families to make 
appointments to meet with their child’s teachers and I 
strongly encourage you to attend. One of our Key 
Improvement Strategies in our School Strategic Plan is to 
engage our families as partners and these types of events 
are one of the ways that we provide opportunities to 
achieve this. If you are unsure as to how to book using 
Xuno, please ring the office and we will help you book your 
appointments. 

We are putting a lot of resources into refurbishing the 
environment for our students and staff this year and there 
was great excitement amongst our 7-9 Team when new 
tables and chairs arrived this week. The learning spaces in 
this area are being transformed with new televisions being 
in each room, reading libraries being established, walls 
being repainted, and now the arrival of new tables and 
chairs. We are reminding and supporting each other to be 
respectful and look after these new things so that we all can 
enjoy and benefit from these resources over the long term. 
Still a bit more to go before completed but we are on our 

way. I hope you notice the difference when you attend the 
interviews. 

A special congratulations must go to Hailey and Branden 

Wilson who recently competed in the Hume Swimming 

Carnival. Branden won the breaststroke and is now heading 

off to States. We are proud of our students’ achievements 

and hope you are, too. All the best Branden; we are all 

supporting you. 

 
With regards, 
 
Leanne Miller 

Principal 

In Pursuit of Excellence 

Positive Community, Positive Outcomes 

Principal News 

Earlier this week we had our School Council’s Annual Gen-
eral Meeting (AGM) where those beginning a new term of 
office were announced and a community member was  
co-opted in for a 12-month period. Our School Council  
representatives, other than myself, are as follows: Mr Cass 
Alexander (School Council President); Mr John Meguyer 
(Vice President); Mr Justin Appleton (Treasurer); Mr Peter 
Bovell (Secretary); Mrs Cath Caton; Ms Julie Habegger; Mr 
Dean Jamieson; Ms Kathrin Lange; and Ms Sarah Lange-
Richards. A huge thank you to these wonderful people who 
are contributing to the school in this way.  
At the AGM, we also tabled and discussed our Annual  
Report. This was endorsed by the Council and will be  
available on our website by the end of term.  
There are still two parent/carer vacancies so if you are inter-
ested, please make contact with me and as I have men-
tioned previously, there is not a representative from the 
primary area on the Council so please, parents/carers of our 
primary students, consider joining. It would be great to have 
you on board. 
 

Our newly formed Parents Association group are looking 
for new members also and this would be another way that 
you can become involved and support the school.  They are 
meeting monthly on the first Thursday of the month.  
 

In previous editions of our newsletter, we had promoted 
the MATES mentoring program. It is exciting that we have 
had three adults from the community put their hand up to 
participate in this. Training is commencing next week and 
Cheryl Sweeney from Kyabram Community Learning Centre 
is facilitating this. Thank you to those volunteers and I look 
forward to seeing the positive impact on the students that 
are eventually the beneficiaries of your generosity. 
 

Don’t forget to pop in your calendar our next Whole School 

Assembly date where various students are recognised for 

their achievements over the last month and students share 

information around what has been happening in their 

teams. We look forward to seeing you there on Thursday 

4th April at 9:00 am. 

Currently reading: Nevermoor: The Trials of Morrigan Crow by Jessica Townsend  
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On Friday some of the college’s Aboriginal students and their friends visited Eaglehawk Library to learn about (and wear!) 
a couple of Possum Skin Cloaks made by over 50 Aboriginal residents of the Dja Dja Warrung land. This project was creat-
ed to bring the community together and rediscover the traditional craftsmanship of turning possum pelts into exquisite 
cloaks, with traditional designs burnt into the pelt. 

The students enjoyed trying them on and commented on how soft and warm they were. The adult size cloak was made 

from 38 possum skins while the children’s cloak was made from 15 possum skins. They featured designs of Bunjil the 

wedge tail eagle and creator of the land, and other images associated with the theme of ‘Strong Family’. 

Peter Bovell, Assistant Principal 
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Learning Portfolios 

In the Primary Area this year, we will be creating Learning 
Portfolios for each students. These portfolios will display 
pieces of work that students are proud of from throughout 
the term in both Literacy and Numeracy. Each term, we will 
be adding one piece of work from both Literacy and  
Numeracy sessions to the learning portfolio.  
 

This term we will be giving the students an opportunity to 
present their learning portfolios to their parents/carers and 
give them a tour of their classroom. Next Wednesday  27th 
March from 5:30pm, we are inviting all parents, carers 
and students to school for a short information session and 
presentation of Learning Portfolios. We are aiming to be 
finished by 6:30pm. We will also be providing a sausage 
sizzle for those families who are able to make it. This is a 
great opportunity for all families to check out their child’s 
classroom and some work samples from throughout the 
term.  
 
Berry Street 

In addition to our morning circles, the classes in the  
primary area have been implementing de-escalation  
activities after lunch and recess each day. These activities 
provide students with a short period of time in which they 
complete an activity which assists them in deescalating 
after break times and becoming read to learn. These  
activities ensure that students are able to engage  
effectively in the teaching and learning after these breaks. 
Some of the activities which students complete include; 
mindfulness colouring, mindfulness breathing as well as 
short yoga activities. Here are some images of students  
engaging in these activities.  
 

Mobile Phones 

A big thank you to all parents and carers who have  
discussed mobile phone use with their children at home. 
Here is a copy of the note from last week’s newsletter for 
those who missed it: 
Over the past few weeks we have been having a blitz on 
mobile phones in the primary area. The expectation in the 
primary area is that phones are not seen during school 
hours, which includes both during class times, recess and 
lunchtimes. We understand that at times students are  
required to bring their phones to school, however we ask 
that they be given to Mr Harvey each morning prior to the 
school day beginning. If you urgently need to contact your 

child, please contact the office and they will ensure it is 
passed on ASAP.  
 

 

Student of the Week 

Congratulations to the following students who have been 
awarded Star of the Week over the past fortnight; 

P/1 – Olivia Rose for being a great friend and caring class-
mate.  

2-4 – Michelle Fung for being a kind and caring friend 

5/6 – Rachelle Rodwell for displaying our class kindness 
value 

 

Reader of the week 

Congratulations to the following students who have been 
awarded the Reader of the Week over the past fortnight; 

P/1 – Wyatt Rodwell for reading every night for the past 
two weeks! 

2-4 – Emma Marshall for reading at home every night and 
completing her reading journal.  

5/6 – Teaghan Robertson for reading regularly at home.  

           Tamikah Clarke for reading regularly at home 

 

Attendance Award 

Congratulations to the following grades on being the  
highest attended grades for the weeks; 
 
Week 6 – Gr P/1 

 

 
Ash Harvey & Stacee Kingdon 
F-6 Leaders 
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 Family Student Teacher Interviews 
I want to encourage all our senior students and their  
families to attend the upcoming interviews. This is a perfect 
time to talk with VCE teachers about where you are at with 
your studies and what you could consider working on over 
the upcoming holiday break. I hope to see lots of students 
and parents in attendance. 
Our Pathways Manager, Kerrie Raglus is also available for 
interviews with students and families during family student 
teacher interviews. She is looking forward to beginning  
careers conversations for 2019. Bookings are available 
through Xuno. 
 
Rushworth Community House talk to VCAL students 
This week we had  Eloise Mitchell visit with the VCAL classes. 
Eloise was here to discuss partnering opportunities with the 
VCAL students and the Community House. 
Several project ideas were shared, and after Eloise left, the 
VCAL student began planning what projects they would like 
to participate in during Term 2. 
Watch this space as the students complete the tasks they 
have identified as their priorities. 
 
VCAL Students registered for Hand-on Careers Expo 
We are excited to be offering the VCAL student the  
opportunity to participate in a Hands on career expo at  
Winton in May. This will be a great opportunity for the  
students to explore a range of trades, and talk to experts 
about what options are available in the region. Excursion 
notes will be on Xuno soon. 
 
 
Jamie Daff 
Year 10-12 Leader 

LATROBE UNIVERSITY TALK & TOURS 

Bookings are now open for Bendigo Campus Talk and Tours in 
the upcoming school holidays.  
 
Open between Monday 8 April and Friday 12 April, students and 
their families are given the opportunity to meet with one of our 
friendly team to have their course questions answered and enjoy 
a tour of the campus and accommodation with a student  
ambassador who can talk about student life at La Trobe.  
 
Bookings can be made here 
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/events/all/bendigo-campus-talk-
and-tours  

VCAL student Jaimee Cornford is currently on Structured Workplace 
Learning with Degani’s restaurant in Shepparton. She has been doing 
lots of food prep and general kitchen duties.  Feedback from the 
employer is  that she gets in there and just goes and goes !! Perfect 
feedback to receive, well done Jaimee!  

https://www.latrobe.edu.au/events/all/bendigo-campus-talk-and-tours
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/events/all/bendigo-campus-talk-and-tours
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Indonesian 
First, a big thank you to the students from 2/3/4 who were 
part of the whole school assembly item. The students all 
showed great resilience to perform in front of their peers 
and teachers in a second language! I am very excited to see 
where the year takes us with future assembly items, as the 
first is a complete success.  

 

Students in year 7 and 8 have also been displaying  
resilience by trying the Indonesian fruit Durian. It is said to 
smell like hell and taste like heaven. While we did not have 
any fresh fruit to try, we sure did have some strong  
smelling lollies to make the students avoid asking for more. 
I do not think there will be any more requests for Durian. 

Students in Year 8 have been working hard learning about 
Indonesian food and this week have been writing their own 
food diaries in Indonesian. Their work will be displayed in 
the Indonesian room, S6, feel free to pop in and have a 
look.  

Keep being resilient and trying new things.  

Selamat Makan! 

Enjoy your meal. 

Ibu Henderson 

The 2/3/4 performance at assembly was fabulous and we are  
looking forward to more at our next whole school assembly. 

Year 7’s have been very resilient trying Indonesian fruits. 
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All staff in 7-12 Advisories are responsible for helping to 
Build World Knowledge with our students. Teachers read 
aloud a recent newspaper article to the group.  

Students are asked questions relating to the topic that 
generate discussions. It helps to expand their thinking and 
adds to vocabulary and understanding. Year 7 Advisory 
looked at and discussed the student action last week on 
climate change. 
 
Students from more than 70 countries are planning a massive 
global protest this Friday against inaction* on climate change, 
led by Swedish schoolgirl Greta Thunberg.  
It could be one of the biggest environmental protests the world 
has seen. 
Greta began a weekly “school strike for climate” on August 20 
last year. Then 15, Greta rode her bicycle to sit on the  
cobblestones* in front of Stockholm’s Parliament House with a 
handpainted sign that said “skolstrejk för klimatet”, which is 
“school strike for climate” in Swedish. 
 
Thousands of students around the world have since copied her. 
Youth organisations are calling for a strike on Friday and Greta 
understands there will be more than 700 protest locations.  
“I think this movement is very important. It not only makes 
people aware, and makes people talk about it more, but also to 
show the people in power that this is the most important thing 
there is,” she told news agency Reuters. 
Greta has almost 250,000 followers on social media platform 
Twitter where her movement carries the hashtags 
#FridaysForFuture and #SchoolStrike4Climate.  
 
A TEDx* talk she delivered on climate change now carried on 
TED’s main website has had more than 1.2 million views and 
last month Greta joined protests in Belgium, where she won a 
European Union pledge* to spend billions of euros* to combat 
climate change. 
“I think the most fun thing is to watch all the pictures around 
the world of hundreds of thousands of children school striking 
for the climate,” she said. 
She has also had an impact on her parents, author and actor 
Svante Thunberg and opera singer Malena Ernman.  
 
Inspired by their daughter’s concern for the environment, the 
pair have stopped flying and have adopted vegan* diets as part 
of their efforts to live more environmentally sustainable lives, 
Svante Thunberg told a climate conference in Katowice,  
Poland, in December. 
 
Greta said she wants Sweden to adhere* to the Paris  
Agreement, part of the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change. 
“I’ve said that I will continue to strike every Friday until Sweden 

Greta Thunberg, front with white cap, attends a protest rally in Hamburg,  
Germany on March 1. Picture:  AP 

 

is in line with the Paris Agreement,” she said. “That may take a 
couple of years and I’ll just have to try to be patient.” 
 
The goal of the United Nations* Paris Agreement is to keep the 
increase in global average temperature to well below 2C above 
pre-industrial* levels and to limit the increase to 1.5C, since 
this would reduce the effects of climate change.  
 
The Paris Agreement is a 2015 document signed by 195  
countries. Under the agreement, each country must plan for 
and report on what it is doing to limit global warming.  
Sweden, Greta’s home country, is a signatory* to the Paris 
Agreement. 
 
Australia is also a signatory to the Paris Agreement.  
 
There is much disagreement among Australians, including  
politicians, business people and scientists, about whether  
Australia is doing enough to meet its Paris Agreement targets 
and how best to do so. 
 

GLOSSARY 

 inaction: not taking action 

 cobblestones: stone blocks used in olden times for roads 

 pledge: promise 

 euros: money of Europe 

 vegan: don’t eat animal products 

 adhere: stick to 

 United Nations: organisation for international co-operation  

 pre-industrial: before the Industrial Revolution in the 1800s 

 signatory: someone who has signed up 
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If you would  
like us to  
promote  

your  
upcoming  
event or  

organisation  
please  email  
the details to:  

 
rushworth.p12 
@edumail.vic. 

gov.au  
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The Classifieds 
Before School Activities  

is back for 2019!  
 

Every Tuesday, Wednesday and  

Friday morning from 8.00 am come down  

to the Stadium and get involved in some  

organised sports and activities to help you  

start the day on the right note.  

 

All students are welcome.  

 
See Mr. Price,  

Mr. Gardner or Mr. 

McDonald  

for any more  

information. 

UNIFORM FOR SALE 

Polar fleece jumper Size M  

(very little wear) $25.00 

Call 0419 312 209 if you are interested. 
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NETBALL at MURCHISON-

TOOLAMBA  

FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB.  

 

The Murchison-Toolamba Football Netball Club is currently 

looking for a couple more players to join the clubs  

inaugural 13 & Under netball team that will follow the  

regular Kyabram District League home and away fixture on 

Saturday mornings. Players in this team would ideally be in 

Year 7 or Grade 6.  

  

We also have vacancies in our 17 & Under team. 

 

If you would like further information please contact  

Alice Cunningham 0438 588 276 Sharne Milne 0459 262 

503 or Craig Thompson 0407 465 560 
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