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Exploring the world of careers… one 
event at a time! 

To see where we have been keep 
reading... 

But wait there is more to celebrate about careers! 

Education Week  19-25 May 
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 MAY / JUNE 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

20 
Breakfast Club 
 
Year 7-9 Community  
Assembly 9.00am 
 
 
College Council 
7.00pm 

21 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 
 
Year 10 -12 Community  
Assembly 9.00am 
 
Carmen’s Road Safety 
Seminar for Year 10 –12 
students. 

22 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 
 
 
OPEN MORNING 
9.00 - 11.00am 
ALL WELCOME 
 
Lunchtime Crochet 
2.00pm 

23 
Breakfast Club 
 
Foundation - 6  
Community Assembly 
9.00am 
 
Senior Winter Sports Day 
(selected students) 

24 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 
 
 
Food & Fibre Excursion to 
Dookie for Year 9/10 Ag 
Hort students 

27 
Breakfast Club 
 
Year 7-9 Community  
Assembly 9.00am 

28 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 
 
Year 10 -12 Community  
Assembly 9.00am 
 
Junior Winter Sports Day 
(selected students) 

29 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 

30 
Breakfast Club 
 
Foundation - 6  
Community Assembly 
9.00am 

31 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 
 
GMDSSV Cross Country 
(selected students) 
 
Newsletter home 

3 
Breakfast Club 

4 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 

5 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 
 
Lunchtime Crochet 
2.00pm 

6 
Breakfast Club 
 
Whole School Assembly 
N Building 9.00am 
 

7 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 

10 
 

QUEEN’S  
BIRTHDAY  

PUBLIC  
HOLIDAY 

11 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 
 
Year 10 -12 Community  
Assembly 9.00am 
 
Year 11 Biology Excursion 
to Healesville 

12 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 
 
VCE GAT Exam—All unit 
3/4 students 
 

STAFF  
PROFESSIONAL 
PRACTICE DAY  

- ONLY Primary and 
VCE Unit 3/4  

students attend. 
 

13 
Breakfast Club 
 
Foundation - 6  
Community Assembly 
9.00am 

14 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 
 
Newsletter home 

Coming up at the College 
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Uniform  
Over the past two weeks I have asked teachers to ensure that we are all consistent in our expectations of students wearing the 
correct school uniform. A number of students are wearing hats, caps and beanies to school. These are not uniform and therefore 
we ask parents/carers to support us in ensuring they are not worn to school. With the colder weather, we are seeing more 
students wearing ‘hoodies’ to school. Again, these are not uniform so we ask that you support us by ensuring all students come 
in uniform or have an appropriate note explaining why they are out of uniform. Please remember that we can support families to 
purchase uniforms. 

Mobile phones 
I also ask that parents/carers support us with our very clear mobile phone policy. Mobile phones are not to be seen nor utilised 
in classes. There is a lot of current research that shows us that the idea of ‘multi-tasking’ (i.e. doing more than one thing at a time 
– like listening to a teacher’s instruction and reading a text message) is a falsity. No-one’s brain is able to cognitively focus on two 
different tasks at the same time. Therefore, mobile phones are a major inhibitor to student learning. 

Open Morning  
Next Wednesday we are hosting prospective students at our Open Morning. This is an important time for us to actively promote 
the breadth of programs and initiatives we have on offer at Rushworth P-12. I can’t wait to work with our staff and students to 
welcome our special ‘visitors’ to the school.  

Attendance  
Finally, a reminder that for every day a child is absent from school they find it a little bit more difficult to re-engage with their 
peers, their teachers and their school work. It is absolutely essential that all students attend school every day, unless they are 
unwell or have a medical appointment. As parents/carers you can help us by ensuring your children attend school every day.   

As always, please be in touch if you would like to chat about anything.  
Have a great fortnight, 
 
Kerryn Quirk 
Acting Principal 

In Pursuit of Excellence 

Positive Community, Positive Outcomes 

Principal News 

My previous two schools have been very different in size and academic focus. Whilst I am currently acting principal at  
Rushworth, my ongoing role is as principal of a small primary school in Inglewood, north-west of Bendigo. It currently has an 
enrolment of 39 students and the town is not dissimilar to Rushworth, having a population of about 1000 people, being an 
old gold mining town and it has a main-street scape filled with buildings from the early 1900s. My school prior to Inglewood 
was Bendigo Senior Secondary College. It has a student population of approximately 1800 students, all completing years 11 
or 12. So they are very different schools, one with a small-school primary focus and the other a very large school with a  
focus on VCE and VCAL.  
 
Throughout the past fortnight I have had the opportunity to get to know the staff of Rushworth P-12 College by meeting 

with them individually and visiting their classes and work spaces.  I have been so impressed with their level of  

professionalism, their care for the students (your children) and their commitment to ensuring the students are being given 

the best possible learning opportunities. My experience in differing schools tells me that Rushworth P-12 has motivated and 

caring staff. Research tells us that having motivated and caring staff at a school impacts significantly on the academic and 

emotional wellbeing of children. Therefore, rest assured, your children are in ‘good hands’. Of course it is essential that  

parents/carers and students are working alongside the staff to ensure we all have a positive and pro-active focus on student 

learning.  

Currently reading:  Drunk Tank Pink by Adam Alter 
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Farewell Mrs Thomson 

As some students and parents may have noticed, Mrs 
Thomson has been absent from Rushworth P-12 College 
this week. Mrs Thomson has accepted a position at another 
primary school in Bendigo and has begun there this week, 
and the students in the Grade Prep/1 had been advised of 
this last Thursday. We would like to thank Mrs Thomson for 
all her hard work in the Prep/1 room and wish her all the 
best in her new school. We know she will be greatly missed 
by the students.  

We are currently undertaking a recruitment process to find 
a suitable candidate to replace Mrs Thomson. We aim to 
have the process completed ASAP and will inform the 
school community once this process has been completed. A 
huge thank you and welcome to Mrs Sandi Johnson, who 
will be replacing Mrs Thomson in the interim.  

 

Primary Interschool Sports 

On Friday 3rd May, students in Grade 3-6 attended the  
Primary Interschool Sports in Shepparton. There were 
many schools from our region competing including;  
Stanhope. Girgarre, St Mary’s, St Joseph’s Rochester,  
Merrigum, Lancaster and St Patricks. It was fantastic to see 
all of our students ‘doing their best’ and being excellent 
sportsmen with their peers from other schools.  
In addition to this, all of our students were excellent  
ambassadors for Rushworth P-12 throughout the day!  
Congratulations to Levi Tate who finish 1st in the 12/13 year 
old boys long jump.   
 

GRIP Leadership Conference 

On Thursday 2nd May, the Primary Student Leadership 
Team of Samantha Baldwin, Abigale Baker and Rachelle 
Rodwell attended the GRIP Leadership Conference in  
Shepparton, along with primary student leaders from many 
local government, Catholic and independent schools.  
 
The day covered four main aspects, and these were; 
‘Developing Myself to Lead’, ‘Making a Difference to My 
Team’, ‘Making a Difference to My School’ and ‘Making a 
Difference to Society’. The students were engaged through-
out the day with a variety of speeches, presentations and 
activities. All of our students stepped out of their comfort 
zone and had the opportunity to go on stage in front of 
hundreds of other students and show off their skills with 
‘Limbo’, ‘Air Guitar’ and ‘Dance Moves’!  

 
Uniform – Repeat notification 

Following our ‘blitz’ on uniform last term, it has been great 
to see all primary students coming to school in full school 
uniform over the past few weeks! However, now that the 
colder weather is upon us, we have begun to see a few non
-school jumpers making an appearance.  
If your child comes to school without a school jumper, they 
will be provided with a school jumper to wear for the day. If 
you require some financial assistance with uniforms, please 
don’t hesitate to see Peter Bovell.  
 
Ash Harvey & Stacee Kingdon 
F-6 Leaders 

Rachelle, Abigale & Samantha certainly enjoyed the  
GRIP Leadership day in Shepparton. 
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Student of the Week 

Congratulations to the following students who have been 
awarded Star of the Week over the past fortnight; 

P/1 – Charlii R for attempting her writing on her own and 
persisting when it is challenging.  

           Armani S for trying really hard all week and com-
pleting all of her work beautifully.  

2-4 –  Lucas C-H for having a ‘never give up’ attitude at the 
athletics carnival 

           Josh R for always coming to school with a smile on his 
face! 

5/6 – Tamikah C for a positive attitude towards her learn-
ing. 

           Hayley M for demonstrating resilience and doing her 
best.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reader of the week 

Congratulations to the following students who have been 
awarded the Reader of the Week over the past fortnight; 

P/1 – Ethan S for doing a great job reading with Mrs Thom-
son last week.  

           Maddex S for continuing to try his best during read-
ing sessions. 

2-4 –  Ellah L-A for continuing to try her best with her read-
ing sessions.  

           Paige G for continuing to try her best with Reading 
sessions.  

5/6 – Haylee M for always doing her best in reading ses-
sions.  

            Rachelle R for reading every day at home. 
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Attendance Award 

Congratulations to the following grades on being the  
highest attended classes for the weeks; 
Week 2 & 3 – Grade 5/6 

Lachi & Hendrix are proud to  
represent the 5/6 class to receive the  

Attendance Award two weeks in a row! 

 

OPEN DAY 

May 22 

9am - 11am 

ALL  

WELCOME 



 

Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Resilient 

PAGE 7 RUSHWORTH P-12 COLLEGE NEWSLETTER  ISSUE 6 



 

Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Resilient 

PAGE 8 RUSHWORTH P-12 COLLEGE NEWSLETTER  ISSUE 6 

 The Year 10 -12 team have been busy this last fortnight, not 
only with SAC’s but getting out and about and exploring  
career opportunities. 
 
Winton Hands on Trades Expo 

Last week the VCAL students headed p to Winton to take 
part in the Hands on Trades Expo. There were a vast array of 
activities to participate in, and lots of information available, 
from Agriculture through to Plumbing just about every trade 
( and a few more ) were represented. The highlight of the 
day would have been the Team Army display…. It’s not   
every day you learn you could earn a living doing burnouts! 
Thanks to Mr Daff for driving the bus! 

(Pictures at right of the day). 

Defence Forces visit 

This Wednesday we were fortunate to have a visit from  
Defence Force recruiting. The personnel who attended the 
college certainly gave our students a great insight into the 
wide range of opportunities available within the Defence 
Forces. The Year 10 -12 students were certainly left with 
plenty of food for thought. 

Carmen’s Road safety Seminar 

We are very grateful to the Rushworth & District Community 
Bank for their generosity in bringing John Maher to speak to 
the Year 10-12 students next Tuesday, 21 May, about his 
personal journey with road safety/ trauma. We are looking 
forward to John sharing ‘Carmen’s Story’ which we believe 
will hold some important messages for our senior students. 
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National Careers Week  

This past week has been National Careers Week, and our 
Pathways Manager, Kerrie has offered a couple of  
opportunities for students to raise their awareness of  
careers. The first was a trivia quiz for all the Year 7-12  
students.  
Winners of this quiz will be announced early next week. 
 
The second was a display about ‘First jobs’ - teaching and 
support staff  have shared with students their first roles in 
the workforce, this highlights that we all start somewhere, 
and may not actually work in this field currently. This  
display will remain up for a few weeks, so if you are in the 
college, check it out! 
 
Open Day 

We are looking forward to showcasing several VCE and 
VCAL classes next Wednesday for Open Morning, we hope 
the community come along and see what we are up to. 

Student Achievement 
 
Well done to Harry Rathjen who has just picked up an extra 
days work placement with his employer. Harry is working 
towards a carpentry apprenticeship in the near future. 

Congratulations to the following VET students for 100%
attendance at GOTAFE each Wednesday. 

Taksin Suksanit 100% 

Chloe Laurie 100% 

Darcy Brown 100% 

Cabe Roberts 100 % 

 
GAT (General Achievement Test)  

This will be held on Wednesday 12 June at 
the Rushworth Shire Hall.  
 
All VCE & VCAL students studying a Unit 3/4  
subject will be required to sit this exam. 
 
Information for students and families will be 
sent home next week. Keep an eye out for it! 
 
 
 
 

Mini Market 
2019 sees the VCAL students take on running and  
organising the Mini Market. Planning is underway for the 
first one of the year. 
 

Save the Date now for … 
Tuesday 18 June 10.00am til 12.30pm 

We look forward to welcoming our old and 
new Mini Market customers along. 

Leaving College Grounds 
(and class) 
A reminder to ALL our 
Year 10-12 students, that 
you are required to be on 
college grounds and in 
class during school hours. 

 
Jamie Daff 

Year 10 -12 Leader 
 

Kerrie Raglus 
Student Pathways 
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On Tuesday the 30th of April, Year 11 and 12 VCE 
Physical Education students travelled down to 
South Melbourne to visit the Victorian Institute of 
Sport. We were met at the facility by Marketing 
Officer Camilla Bland and Australian 1500m runner 
Linden Hall, who gave an overview of what VIS offer 
for athletes.  

We toured the facility and observed many Olympic 
and Commonwealth Games athletes completing 
strength and conditioning work in the state-of-the-
art gym that featured equipment designed for opti-
mum performance and injury prevention.  

We observed some VO2 max testing and were then 
able to test our muscular endurance with a watt 
bike challenge, where Sarah Lange-Richards and 
Mr. Thompson showed their athletic prowess!  

The trip highlighted some key concepts and topics 
that students are covering in their studies at the 
moment, and opened some eyes to possible  
employment opportunities in future. 
 
David Price 
VCE Physical  
Education 
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The Year 9-10s have been working hard in their Humanities 
classes to understand the reasons why young Australian’s 
enlisted in World War 1.  

They have done this through analysing a variety of  
propaganda posters from the time. 
 
The students analysed the persuasive techniques, the  
target audience, the aim and the source of these posters. 
 
Lou Dupuy 

9/10 Humanities 
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Indonesian 
Year 8 are increasing their Animals and their Environment vocabulary. We have been creating word walls to support all the 
new animals and vocabulary they are using. We had a challenge to see which half of the class could place their orang-utan 
in the correct position.  

The orang-utan (stuffed animal) was placed di atas = on top, di dalam = inside, di depan = in front, di belakang = behind and 
di bawah = underneath a box. It was very competitive!  
 
Year 7 have been labelling their classroom items and using their numbers to count the correct amount. We have also  
started using Indonesian numbers to look at money.  
 
However the Indonesian Rupiah requires you to learn thousands and millions. 1 Australian dollar is equal to 10000  
Indonesia Rupiah. So when we looked at buying cars you needed 2.9 million rupiah! 
Keep up the great work everyone! 

Ibu Henderson 
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LIBRARY LEARNINGS CONT.. 
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The Classifieds 
Before School Activities  

is back for 2019!  
 

Every Tuesday, Wednesday and  

Friday morning from 8.00 am come down  

to the Stadium and get involved in some  

organised sports and activities to help you  

start the day on the right note.  

 

All students are welcome.  

 
See Mr. Price,  

Mr. Gardner or Mr. 

McDonald  

for any more  

information. 



 

Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Resilient 

 

 
 

If you would  
like us to  
promote  

your  
upcoming  
event or  

organisation  
please  email  
the details to:  

 
rushworth.p12 
@edumail.vic. 

gov.au  
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The Classifieds 


