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Be Respectful  - Be Responsible - Be Resilient 

A REMINDER TO PARENTS  

Legally, we are not permitted to let students leave the College grounds without formal parent/carer 
consent given. 

It is important that there is signed consent or verbal permission given to the office  

prior to students leaving school grounds. 

We thank you for your support with this. 

If you have any questions, please contact Kerryn on 58561230 

With winter rapidly approaching College Council have 
just approved another uniform option for students to 
wear. 
The showerproof, polar lined jacket will be available at 
our uniform supplier, Mr Embroidery—cost is $70.00. 
 
This jacket has a hide away hood, extra warmth and 
lower back hem. 
 
College council has also given us permission to explore 
our own winter beanie, so watch this space for details. 
 
Contact the uniform supplier if you are interested in 
purchasing one. 
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 JUNE 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

3 
Breakfast Club 
 
Year 7 –9 Community  
Assembly 9.00am 

4 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 

5 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 
 
Lunchtime Crochet 
2.00pm 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Camp 

6 
Breakfast Club 
 
Whole School Assembly 
N Building 9.00am 
 
 
 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Camp 

7 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 

10 
 

QUEEN’S  
BIRTHDAY  

PUBLIC  
HOLIDAY 

11 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 
 
Year 10 -12 Community  
Assembly 9.00am 
 
Year 11 Biology Excursion 
to Healesville 

12 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 
 
VCE GAT Exam—All  
students studying a Unit 
3/4 subject. 
 

NO CLASSES FOR 
Year 7-11 

13 
Breakfast Club 
 
Foundation - 6  
Community Assembly 
9.00am 

14 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 
 
Newsletter home 

17 
Breakfast Club 
 
Year 7 –9 Community  
Assembly 9.00am 
 
COLLEGE COUNCIL 7.00pm 

18 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 
 
Year 10 -12 Community  
Assembly 9.00am 
 
MINI MARKET MORNING 
TEA 10.00am - 12.30pm 

19 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 
 
HUME Cross Country - 
selected students only 
 
Lunchtime Crochet 
2.00pm 

20 
Breakfast Club 
 
Foundation - 6  
Community Assembly 
9.00am 

21 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 

24 
Breakfast Club 
 
Year 7 –9 Community  
Assembly 9.00am 

25 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 
 
Year 10 -12 Community  
Assembly 9.00am 

26 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 

27 
Breakfast Club 
 
Foundation - 6  
Community Assembly 
9.00am 

28 
Breakfast Club 
 
Before School activities 
8.00am stadium 
 
Newsletter home 
 
Term 2 finishes  - early 
dismissal, time to be  
advised. 

Coming up at the College 
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NAPLAN 

It was fantastic to witness the positive attitudes of all our Years 3, 5, 7 & 9 learners throughout the NAPLAN testing. Each of 
these students completed four tests over three consecutive days, to test their knowledge of language conventions, writing, 
reading and mathematics.  There has been much written lately about the NAPLAN and its use as a measure of student 
performance. At Rushworth, we are fortunate that our students completed the paper tests and didn’t have the technical 
issues associated with those schools who completed the testing online. 

Parent Contributions 

I’d like to remind families that parent contributions are now overdue. It is these parent contributions that allow our school 

to run programs and have resources that we would not usually be able to afford. It is important to recognise that the 

parent contributions are not voluntary fees, they are payments that are expected to be paid to ensure your children have 

the best learning opportunities available to them. If you have not yet paid, you can organise a payment plan by contacting 

Rebecca or myself, on 58 561 230. 

 
As always, please be in touch if you would like to chat about anything.  
Have a great fortnight, 
 
Kerryn Quirk 
Acting Principal 

In Pursuit of Excellence 

Positive Community, Positive Outcomes 

Principal News 

A shared history 

I’m a history teacher by ‘trade’. I believe that we can learn so much from history. I’ve now spent four weeks back at Rushworth 
and so I’ve had many opportunities to reflect upon the history of this school. Every morning I walk up the steps and through the 
front gate. I slow down as I go past a small garden bed with a plaque that is a memorial to one of the school’s former students, 
Steven Mason. As I walk past this memorial garden I have found that I subconsciously slow my steps and think of ‘Maso’, a young 
man who had a cheeky smile, an infectious personality and an incredible musical talent, who sadly left us at far too young an age. 
The plaque and the beautiful liquid amber that was planted by the school and Maso’s friends is now over twenty years old.  

It got me thinking about the other things throughout the school that are respectfully named after people. For example, the Mar-
garet Hoelter Garden and the Jane Ezard Orchard are areas within the school that recognise two of our long standing past princi-
pals – two women who were fierce advocates of Rushworth, the school and of the rights of all children to learn. Then there is the 
Michael Sandford Memorial Science Award, an award that is dear to my heart, as both my children were honoured to win it when 
they completed Year 12 and because Mick was a colleague and friend, who was tragically taken from us too early in life. The 
‘Welcome Stranger’ building, now known as the Wellbeing Hub, was purchased many years ago by the parents and friends of the, 
then, Rushworth Primary School. It is an important building that has had many renovations over time, but we must remember 
that it was bought by the school community for the school community.  

I have organised for the school’s Honour Boards to be updated for the first time in over seven years, so those students who re-
ceived awards of merit are duly recognised by everyone, forever, for their achievements.  

We tell our children to live in the present and look to the future, and while this is sage advice, we must also remind our children of 

the past, so they develop a sense of perspective, respect and pride. Our school has such a rich history, so it is important that our 

children and our families know the history and respect the history – for it is not the role of today’s participants to determine 

whether such history is still relevant! 

Currently reading:  Drunk Tank Pink by Adam Alter 
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This year, we have been working hard on developing a 
 positive culture at the college with a range of events and 
initiatives. Our Student Voice Team and School Wide  
Positive Behaviour and Support (SWPBS) team have been 
discussing our vision and values for the college to articulate 
what is needed to build on our positive culture. Respect is 
still valued by students, but other values such as kindness 
and equality are emerging as important elements of being a 
part of the Rushworth P-12 community. The SWPBS team is 
still looking for parent representation. Any interested  
parents should contact Peter Bovell at the college. 

Many of these values could be seen in action last week 
when the college was visible to the public for our annual 
Open Morning. It was great to see students from St. 
Mary’s, Murchison and Colbinabbin here to see the varied 
types learning on offer at the college. Students lead tour 
groups through classrooms and visitors completed  
passports, which involved answering a question about each 
of the classes visited.  
 
As part of our SWPBS framework, we have opened the 
“Rush Exchange” to reinforce positive behaviours at the 
school. This is a shop in the Old Hall that allows students to 
trade their merit points earned from Rush cards and 
awards into tangible prizes. We have had some long lines 
waiting to get some prizes as recognition for contributing to 
a positive culture. In fact on the first day of trading 744 
cards were traded in 20 minutes! 

Along with other schools in the Campaspe region,  

Rushworth now belongs to a Youth Partnerships initiative 

that is also supporting positive culture and student  

engagement. This partnership is supporting programs at the 

school such as the exciting new Hands On program, starting 

later this term; a mentor program is also now  

available for students, and we are beginning to match  

interested students to community mentors; furthermore, 

we also have two students currently undertaking a program 

at the Kyabram Fauna Park to become Junior Park Rangers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They are visiting 

each Friday to learn 

about the wildlife at 

the park and  

maintaining healthy 

habitats for them, 

which as you can see 

is also very hands-

on. 

 
Peter Bovell 
Assistant Principal 

The RUSH exchange opened this week ... 

Junior Park Rangers at Ky Fauna Park. 
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Foundation/ Year 1 Teacher Appointment 

After completing a rigorous recruitment process, we are 
pleased to announce the appointment of a new  
Foundation /Year 1 teacher, Jessica Surplice. Jessica is an 
experienced teacher who comes to us from Melbourne, 
where she has taught for the past few years. She also has 
ties to Rushworth P-12 having taught a short term contact 
here a few years ago. She is excited about becoming part of 
the college community and it is anticipated that she will 
begin on Monday 17th June. Mrs Johnson will be continuing 
in the Prep/1 until Jessica commences at  
Rushworth P-12 College. 
 

Whole College Assembly 

Next week will be our Whole College Assembly in N-
building  and as a result we will not be holding a primary 
assembly next Thursday. All parents welcome to attend. 

 

Uniform – Repeat notification 

Following our ‘blitz’ on uniform last term, it has been great 
to see all primary students coming to school in full school 
uniform over the past few weeks! However, now that the 
colder weather is upon us, we have begun to see a few non
-school jumpers making an appearance. If your child comes 
to school without a school jumper, they will be provided 
with a school jumper to wear for the day. If you require 
some financial assistance with uniforms, please don’t hesi-
tate to see Peter Bovell.  

 

 

Student of the Week 

Congratulations to the following students who have been 
awarded Star of the Week over the past fortnight; 

P/1 – Josh H – for continuously listening on the mat and 
putting his hand up when he wants to speak.  

2-4 –  Xander S – for being a great participant in PE ses-
sions.  

5/6 – Lachie C – for demonstrating our college values of 
Respect when caring for a member of our class.  

(Pictured at right). 

Reader of the week 

Congratulations to the following students who have been 
awarded the Reader of the Week over the past fortnight; 

P/1 – Wyatt R – for fantastic predictions about the text we 
have been reading.  

2-4 –  award winner ab-
sent 

5/6 –. Hendrix C – for 
making a great effort to 
stay on task during inde-
pendent reading and 
reading his way through 
‘Conspiracy 365’ 

            

 

Attendance Award 

Congratulations to the  
following grades on being 
the highest attended classes 
for the weeks; 
Week 4 – Grade 5/6 

 
Ash Harvey & Stacee  
Kingdon 
F-6 Leaders 
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 Student success: 

Congratulations to Daniel Bathman who has picked up an 
extra day of work placement at the Murchison Flower Farm.  

Congratulations to Megan Arnel who represented her Pony 
Club Zone in the State Finals recently. 

Megan and her team mates ended the two day competition 
in 6th place for the state, which is an awesome  
achievement ! 

 

Carmen’s Road Safety Presentation 

Thank you to John Maher for coming into talk to the 10-12 
students about road safety and the impact it has had on his 
life. John’s story certainly raised some awareness for our 
senior students.   

We need to thank the Rushworth & District Bank for  

supporting this initiative and bringing John to the College to 
share Carmen's message. 

Senior Sport 

Well done to the senior boys and girls who participated in 
netball, badminton and basketball last week. Huge thank 
you to Mr Price, Miss Duthie and Miss Dupuy for coming 
along to the day, without that support these days cannot 
run. 

A netball report features later on in the newsletter. 

 
GAT (General Achievement Test)  

This will be held on 
Wednesday 12 June at 
the Rushworth Shire 
Hall.  
 
All VCE & VCAL  
students studying a 
Unit 3/4 subject will be 
required to sit this  
exam. 
 
Information has been 
sent home with  
students this week.  
 
Families please check in 
with your student and 
take a look at what the 
GAT is all about. 
 
Mini Market 
2019 sees the VCAL students take on running and  
organising the Mini Market. Planning is underway for the 
first one of the year. 
 

Save the Date now for … 
Tuesday 18 June 10.00am til 12.30pm 

We look forward to welcoming our old and 
new Mini Market customers along. 

 
Leaving College Grounds (and class) 
A reminder to ALL our Year 10-12 students, that you are 
required to be on college grounds and in class during 
school hours. 
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tails! Thanks to Mr Daff & Christine Williams for attending 
with the students. Thanks to CCLLEN for supporting the  
college with bus travel funding. 
 
Year 8-11 Subject Selection Evening is coming up on 
Wednesday 31 July—save the date on your calendar now. 
We are planning a big event this year so watch this space. 
 

 
Jamie Daff 

Year 10 -12 Leader 
 

Kerrie Raglus 
Student Pathways 
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RMIT - Shepparton Information Evening 
RMIT are coming to Shepparton on Tuesday 4 June to tell 
you all you need to know about moving to Melbourne and 
studying with them. 
 
The session will cover all the important stuff, including 
courses, pathways, industry experience, accommodation, 
student life and more. Light refreshments will be provided. 
Registrations are essential.  
Register on the following link tiny.cc/Shepparton 
 
The event will be held in the Anthony Taylor Room,  
Parklake, Shepparton starting at 6.30pm. 
Want more details pop in pick up a flyer in the Careers Hub. 
 
Year 9/10 Ag Hort students explore careers at Dookie Day 
 
The year 9/10 Ag Hort elective will run in semester 2, and 
Mr Daws thought that Dookie Day would be a fabulous op-
portunity to explore the range of careers, and technologies 
available in the field of agriculture. 

 
Students  
participated 
in a series of 
workshops 
throughout 
the day, that 
ranged from 
bee keeping, 
sheep and 
wool, how to 
identify a 
tasty steak 
and fly  
feeding… 
Students got a 
close look at 
what that en-
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We are all super excited that the Hands on Learning  
Program is coming to Rushworth P-12 College.   
 
Your child may have come home and mentioned that we 
had the lovely Franz and Jamie come out on Wednesday 
last week and give a brief but comprehensive presentation 
of the program.   
 
The program will be run by Artisan teacher, Jamie  
Harding.  Jamie will be supported by our very own Dean 
Jamieson and all administration and co-ordination work will 
be conducted by Kirsty Turner.   
On Wednesday students were given an opportunity to refer 
themselves into the program, which we had an  
overwhelming number of self-referrals.   
 
Peter Bovell, Dean and Kirsty have gone through the  
selection process and students will be interviewed on  
Tuesday and team members will be identified by the end of 
the week.  Further information will be sent home with  
students that have been successful in securing a place in 
the Hands on Learning Team.  
 
If you have any questions about the program, please feel 
free to contact the school on 58561230, and speak with 
Peter or Kirsty.  
 
Kirsty Turner 
Social Worker 
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The world’s richest person has unveiled his plans to colonise 
space. 
The colonies would include huge, sustainable*, floating habi-
tats* holding cities, farmland and even national parks. 
They would be positioned close to Earth so that people can 
hop back and forth. 
Amazon boss Jeff Bezos showed off the drawings for the per-
manent space settlements during a talk in Washington DC in 
the US and plans for his own space company, called Blue 
Origin, to lead the project. 
He explained that each habitat would house “a million people 
or more each”. 
“If we’re out in the solar system, we can have a trillion* hu-
mans in the solar system,” Mr Bezos said. 
Having this many humans “means we’d have thousands of 
Mozarts and a thousand Einsteins. This would be an incredible 
civilisation*,” he said. 
Mr Bezos founded Blue Origin in 2000, in the beginning focus-
ing on suborbital flights that let tourists pay for short trips to 
the edge of space. 
There are still flight tests to be done before these trips gets off 
the ground, but Mr Bezos has already set his sights on bigger 
things. 
Just last week he unveiled a new lunar lander that he hopes 
will take humans back to the moon in 2024. 
And now, these floating space habitats. 
During his presentation, Mr Bezos said the habitats would cre-
ate artificial gravity by constantly rotating — an idea first put 
forward by physicist Gerard O’Neill, who Mr Bezos studied 
under during his time at Princeton University in the US.  
“These are very large structures, miles on end, and they hold a 
million people or more each,” Mr Bezos said. 

“Some of them would be more recreational — they don’t all 
have to have the same gravity — they can have a recreational 
one that keeps it zero-g so you can go flying with your own 
wings.” 
He added that they’ll have the “ideal climate” at all times, “like 

Maui* on its best day, all year long.” 
The habitats are still a long way off, but Mr Bezos believes 
they’ll help humans escape Earth as resources on the planet 
dwindle. 

“This is going to take a long time, this is a big vision,” he 
said. 
Mr Bezos also unveiled Blue Origin’s moon mission plans 
last week. 
 
He showed off a  
life-size model of a 
robotic ship the size of 
a small house that he 
boldly claims will 
touch down on the 
moon within five 
years. 
 
The company is aiming 
to bring people to the 
moon along the same 
time frame as NASA’s proposed 2024 mission. 
Mr Bezos said: “It’s time to go back to the moon.  
This time to stay.” 
He didn’t share details such as launch dates or who would 
travel on his rockets. 
Blue Origin is in a space race with other private rocket firms 
SpaceX and Virgin Galactic. 
 
This is an edited version of a story originally published 
in The Sun and is reproduced with permission. 

Some of the space habitats would contain enormous national parks. Picture: Blue 
Origin  

All staff in 7-12 Advisories are responsible for  
helping to Build World Knowledge with our  

students. Teachers read aloud a recent newspaper article to the group.  
Students are asked questions relating to the topic that generate discus-

sions. It helps to expand their thinking and adds to vocabulary and 
understanding.  

Year 7—9 Advisory have looked at …. 

The floating stations would rotate to create artificial gravity. Picture: Blue Origin  

Jeff Bezos also unveiled a Blue Origin moon lander last 
week. Picture: AFP  
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Indonesian 
Year 8 Indonesian have this week presented research on native Indonesian animals. There was some very unexpected and 
surprising information presented. Students faced the reality that many of Indonesia’s animals are on the endangered list.  
 
The Javan Rhinoceros is critically endangered.  It belongs to the same genus as 
the Indian rhinoceros, and has similar mosaic, armour-like skin, but at 3.1–
3.2 m in length and 1.4–1.7 m in height, it is smaller (closer in size to the black 
rhinoceros). Its horn is usually shorter than 25 cm, and is smaller than those of 
the other rhino species. Only adult males have horns; females lack them all 
together. 

 
 
A Maleo bird egg is large, about five times as large as that 
of a chicken's. The female lays and covers each egg in a 
deep hole in the sand, the eggs hatch, the young birds 
work their way up through the sand and hide in the forest. 
The young birds are able to fly and are totally independent.  
 
 
 
 

Anoa, also known as midget buffalo have two species the mountain anoa and the lowland 
anoa. Both live in the rainforest and are similar in appearance to miniature water buffalo, 
weighing 150–300 kg. Both species of anoa are endangered, since the 1960s and the  
populations continue to decrease. Fewer than 5,000 animals of each species likely remain.  
 

Year 7 have been creating their own classrooms where they have been labelling items that 

they would find and numbering the amount.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ibu Henderson 
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On Thursday 23 May, Miss Duthie and Miss Dupuy took 
fourteen eager netballers to Shepparton to represent our 
College. 

With only seven girls on each side, the two teams worked 
extremely hard all day without any bench players. 

They overcame some pretty tough 
obstacles, sore knees and killer blis-
ters, to come away with some great 
wins. 

The girls were resilient and re-
spectful during all matches, even 
when faced with fierce competition 
from Notre Dame, where the girls 
undergo selections to play on the 
team.  

Miss Dupuy and Miss Duthie are 
extremely proud of all the girls who 
took the court and tried their best. 

Well done girls! 
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If you would like us to promote your upcoming event or  
organisation please  email the details to:  

rushworth.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Before School Activities  

is back for 2019!  
 

Every Tuesday, Wednesday and  

Friday morning from 8.00 am come down  

to the Stadium and get involved in some  

organised sports and activities to help you  

start the day on the right note.  

 

All students are welcome.  

 
See Mr. Price,  

Mr. Gardner or Mr. 

McDonald  

for any more  

information. 
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The Classifieds 


