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Be Respectful  - Be Responsible - Be Resilient 

 
What happened this last  

fortnight? 

 

Mental Health Week... 

New playground finished… 

VCE Biology head to the  

city to learn… 

COLOUR bursts everywhere… 

Please take a look inside. 
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OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

21 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
Year 7 – 9 Community  
Assembly 9.00am 
 
 
College Council 6.00pm 
 
 

22 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
Year 10 - 12 Community  
Assembly 9.00am 

23 
 
Year 12/staff Breakfast 
8.30am 
 
Year 12 Farewell  
Assembly 2.20pm  
N Building  
ALL WELCOME 

24 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
Prep - Year 6 Community 
assembly 9.00am 
 
Year 9 Story Slam  
Workshops at Latrobe  
University 

25 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
Power of Engineering  
Excursion (selected students) 
 
 

28 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
Year 7 – 9 Community  
Assembly 9.00am 

29 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
Year 10 - 12 Community  
Assembly 9.00am 

30 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
VCE English Exam 
Rushworth Shire Hall 
9.00am—12.15am 

31 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
Prep - Year 6 Community 
assembly 9.00am 
 
VCE Psychology Exam 
Rushworth Shire Hall 
9.00am—11.45 am 

1 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
Newsletter  home 
 
VCE Biology Exam 
Rushworth Shire Hall 
9.00am - 11.45am 
 
VCE Further Maths Exam (1) 
Rushworth Shire Hall 
2.00pm—3.45pm 
 

4 
 
STAFF PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING DAY 
 
STUDENTS NOT REQUIRED 
AT SCHOOL 
 
VCE Further Maths Exam 
(2) Rushworth Shire Hall 
9.00am—10.45am 

5 
 
MELBOURNE CUP DAY 
LOCAL HOLIDAY 

6 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
VCE Math Methods Ex-
am 
Rushworth Shire Hall 
9.00am - 10.15am 
 
VCE Product Design Tech 
Exam, Rushworth Shire 
Hall 11.45am—1.30pm 

7 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
WHOLE COLLEGE ASSEMBLY 
9.00am  - All welcome 
 
VCE Physical Education  
Exam, Rushworth Shire Hall 
11.45am - 1.30pm 
 
VCE Math Methods Exam 
Rushworth Shire Hall 
9.00am - 10.15am 
 
MAN CAVE Community 
Workshop 
6.30 -7.30pm 
 
 
 

8 
 
Breakfast Club 

Coming up at the College 
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Principal News 
Mental Health Week 
It was a great beginning to Term 4 with a number of  
activities for Mental Health Week, culminating in a BBQ 
lunch and our Colour Fun Run on Friday afternoon.  
The College was awash with almost the full spectrum of 
colours!! I want to thank everyone who participated in the 
day. I certainly threw my share of colour and was hit by 
more than my fair share of colour too. 

 

Year 12 End of Classes 
Our Year 12s finish their formal classes on Wednesday 23rd 
October, which will allow them to have plenty of time to 
prepare for their end of year examinations. We will  
celebrate their end of schooling with a breakfast provided 
by the staff and then a whole college assembly. Further  
information will be sent out to families in the next week.  
 

 
 

Mobile Phone Policy 
The Department of Education with the 
State Government of Victoria have  
provided us with a draft Mobile Phone  
Policy.  
I will share this with families over the 
coming weeks, and invite feedback from 
parents/carers and students.  
 

Cavell Jones’ Newspaper Article 
It was lovely to be sent a letter from Julie Brooksby, whose 
mother Cavell Jones has recently turned 103 years of age. 
Cavell was born and grew up in Rushworth.  
To celebrate her milestone, Cavell was interviewed by the 
Bendigo Advertiser and in the article she spoke highly of 
the Rushworth School when she attended and was quoted 
as saying, “It is still a very good school.” This very positive 
feedback from a past student speaks volumes for our ever 
growing reputation in the wider community.  
 

Hats, Caps and Beanies 
I wish to remind students and parents/carers that we have 
a strict Sun Smart Policy that requires all students and staff 
to wear sun-smart or bucket style hats throughout Term 4 
and Term 1.  
Sun Smart hats are available to purchase from the front 
office. Teachers will be asking students to put away peaked 
caps and beanies as they are not acceptable to wear 
throughout Term 4.  
  

As always, please be in touch if you would like to chat 
about anything.  
 

Have a great fortnight, 
Kerryn Quirk 

Principal 
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National Mental Health Week 

Last week the college began the term celebrating National 
Mental Health week, with the theme of ‘What do you 
know?’ The week began a presentation from Warren  
Davies, The Unbreakable Farmer, who was able to share his 
story of resilience and provide the students with some  
important facts and strategies for understanding and  
improving their mental health.  
 

This presentation was followed with further presentations 
in student advisory groups on self-care from Kirsty Turner 
and a quiz on some of the topics covered throughout these 
presentations. Congratulations to Sophie, Taylah and  
Geordie who had the highest score of all the secondary  
students. They will be receiving their prize in our next as-
sembly! 
 
As a college we hope that this proactive education about 
mental health will help students recognise symptoms of 
mental illness in themselves and others and equip them 
with tools to discuss and seek help. The overwhelming  
message of the week was not keep quiet about mental 
health and encourage discussing concerns with qualified 
health professionals and people you trust to help you get to 
them. 
 
On Friday, students enjoyed a free barbeque and wrote a 
positive message to another student on our ‘Praise a Peer’ 
sheet. The week concluded on a fun and uplifting note, with 
what has fast become a much anticipated day: The  
Rushworth P-12 Hope Colour Run – now in its third year. It 
was great to see so many smiling faces beneath the layers 
of coloured powder. 
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THE RUSH EXCHANGE 

The Rush Exchange is back for Term 4 with some special 
Halloween themed items up for grabs. The Rush Exchange 
allows students who demonstrate expected behaviours 
related to being resilient, responsible and respectful to 
trade their Rush cards for a variety of fun and practical  
rewards. 

SCHOOL WIDE POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR – 
PARENT AFTERNOON TEA 

This year the college has been updating some elements of 
our School Wide Positive Behaviour and Support (SWPBS) 
framework and would like your input. 
We have asked students and staff 
what behaviours they see and would 
like to see and now it is your turn. If 
you are interested in having a say in 
how the college manages behaviour 
then there will be an afternoon tea 
held on Tuesday 12th November, 
2pm – 3pm.  

Please RSVP to Peter Bovell by  
Tuesday 5th November. 
 

MATES MENTORING 

As part of the Youth Partnerships program, we currently 
have three volunteers from the community working with 
three of our students for an hour each week. These volun-
teers have received training from Cheryl Sweeney, project 
worker at Campaspe Youth Partnerships, and matched with 
students who have requested to be in the program. This 
mentoring ranges from hanging out playing board games 

and having conversations on topics of interest to sharing 
skills and knowledge. We would love to have more  
members of our community linking in with students and 
supporting them with their goals.  
If you would like to know more, if you or someone you 
know would be keen to be involved in the MATES  
mentoring program please contact Peter Bovell at the  
college. We are particularly keen to train up some male 
mentors for boys at the college. 

Staff also tested their 
Mental Health &  

Trivia knowledge last 
week.  

Congratulations to 
the winning team of; 

Mr Price 
Ms Duthie 

Ms Pettigrew 
Ms Van Der Wetering 

Ms Whitfield 
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2020 Prep Transition 

Last Friday we had our first 2020 Prep Transition session 
with Miss Surplice. It was great to get to meet all of our 
new preps and their families and give them an opportunity 
to get to know the school, their teachers and peers. Our 
2020 Prep Transition sessions will be running each Friday 
for the next 7 weeks, leading into the State Wide Transition 
Day in December. 

 

Victorian Institute of Sport Athlete Visit 

We were fortunate this week to have a presentation from 
VIS Athlete and two time Paralympian, Stuart Tripp. He has 
represented Australia in the last two Paralympics in the 
Hand cycle category and races all over the world, having 
recently returned from Europe. Stuart spoke about his  
accident, this disability and his experiences racing hand  
cycles. He also highlighted the importance of always doing 
your best in everything you do. It was great to see all of our 
primary students engaged and asking a range of insightful 
questions about Stuart’s life. A big thank you to the VIS, 
Stuart for giving up his time to come to Rushworth P-12 
and Mr. Price for organising the presentation.  
 

New Playground 

If you have been up to the college recently, you will have 
noticed the brand new Primary playground. The playground 
provides a range of play places for students to play both 
collaboratively and independently and has been a hit since 
school returned.  
It has been great to see students of all  ages enjoying  
themselves on the new equipment. 

Sun Smart Hats 

As it is now Term 4, all students are required to wear a Sun 
Smart Hat outside during recess and lunch breaks as well as 
any outside activities. Students who do not have a hat will 
be required to sit under the covered area around the  
primary area. New hats can be purchased from the office 
for $15.  
 

Repeat Reminder - Home Reading  
Expectations 
All students should be bringing home a reader bag, with 
levelled readers for home reading. It is expected that all 
primary students will read at home every night to an adult 
and that it will be recorded in students reading logs. 
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Student of the Week 

Congratulations to the following students who have been 
awarded Star of the Week over the past fortnight; 

P/1 – Isacc C-W for showing resilience when attempting 
challenging work 

2-4 –  Emma M for being a kind and caring friend 

5/6 –  award winner absent 

  

 

Reader of the Week 

Congratulations to the following students who have been 
awarded the Reader of the Week over the past fortnight; 

P/1 – Wyatt R for reading everyday over the school  

holidays.  

2-4 –  award winner absent 

5/6 – award winner absent

 
Ash Harvey & Stacee Kingdon 
Foundation –Year 6 Leaders 
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 YEAR 12 FORMAL CLASSES TO FINISH  
The last day of formal classes for the Year 12 VCE students 
will be Wednesday October 23.  
 
This will be a day full of memory making and nostalgia, as 
well as a day for lessons. 
 
Students and staff will gather for  a lovely cooked breakfast 
at 8.30am. 
Normal classes will follow - then the Year 12 students are 
going to host a morning tea for ALL staff at recess time. 
 
There is the opportunity for Year 12 students and staff to 
dress up - whilst this can be whatever you like, some  
students are going to use the theme of “ what letter your 
names starts with”. 
 
Lunchtime will be the time to get back into FULL college  
uniform and prepare for the Farewell Assembly at 2.20pm in 
the N building foyer. 
 
This assembly is where we will officially say goodbye to the 
Class of 2019. 
Family members, and friends are encouraged to attend and 
support the Year 12 student in your life. 
  
** A reminder to Year 12 students that we are seeking some 
Prep/ Kinder photos to use in the assembly we need these 
NO LATER that Tuesday 22 October. 
 

EXAM PREPARATION 
Whilst formal classes finish next Wednesday we strongly 
encourage our Year 12 students to come to school every day 
and get support from your classroom teachers. In the lead 
up to the  VCE exams, your subject teacher can be found in 
your timetabled room for support and assistance with study. 
 
 

YEAR 12 GRADUATION DINNER 
A reminder for the Year 12’s to get the deposit paid for the 
upcoming dinner on November 29.  
Final numbers and payments are due by November 15. 
Please pay at the office. 
 

2020 Subject Selections 
After several drafts of a timetable that will optimise the pro-
spects of positive outcomes for the Year 10-12 students next 
year, we are ready to finally send home confirmation letters 
of each students subject load for 2020. 

We thank you for your patience in this process, but we are 
confident you will be happy with the changes the college 
has made. 
More details on that to come soon. 
 
 

STEP UP PROGRAM 
Step up will occur for all students who will be in Year 11 & 
12 in 2020. 
It is an expectation that ALL VCE & VCAL  students will 
attend classes during this week,  25—29 November. 
More information will come home regarding this in coming 
weeks. 
 
 

Jamie Daff 
Year 10 -12 Leader 
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Year 12 Biology Excursion to the Gene Technology Access 
Centre (GTAC) in Parkville 
On Wednesday 18th September the Year 12 Biology  
students, together with Biology students from Wanganui 
Park Secondary College, attended an all-day practical  
workshop at GTAC in Melbourne. An early rising for a 
6.30am departure from Rushworth, then off to Wahring to 
meet up with the mini-bus from Wanganui to travel down 
to Melbourne.  
 
At GTAC students attended an information session and 
hands on activities to outline and model the experimental 
procedures to be conducted in the laboratory. This was  
followed by the program in the Nossal Laboratory, where 
students were provided with an experience of DNA tools 
and techniques used for DNA manipulation in scientific  
research. Students worked in small groups, together with a 
science mentor (young practicing scientists), who guided 
them in the use of research grade biotechnology equipment 
throughout their investigations. 
 
Everyone enjoyed a lunch break across the road at  
Melbourne University’s student union; the vibrant campus 
community, craft market and glorious sunshine a great  
experience in itself. Afterwards, students returned to their 
laboratory to complete their activities. They collected and 
analysed results and prepared experimental material for 
further analysis, to be completed back at school as part of a 
scientific report on their investigations. 
 
Arriving back home in Rushworth, tired but still animated at 
the end of a big day, everyone agreed that the program at 
GTAC had been a very worthwhile, interesting and  
enjoyable experience. 
 
Sue Solty 
VCE Biology Teacher 

“The trip to GTAC was an incredible opportunity to experience. The people we worked with were welcoming and open to any questions thrown their way. 
To be given the chance to work with DNA up close and people with experience in the filed of biology is something that was both interesting and eye  

opening. As a class we definitely recommend attending this program to future students”. 
Isabelle, Caitlyn & Dan 
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Our newsletter readers will be more than aware of the project our VCAL 
students have been undertaking at the Rushworth Community House. 
 
Last Monday was the official opening of the new Zen Garden at the 
Rushworth Community House, and the VCAL class, along with Ms 
Klinberg were in attendance, and were very proud to be acknowledged 
by those in attendance of the hard work they had achieved. 
 
Congratulations to all the students involved!! 
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Term 4 has started and the students have begun 
their last topics for the year.  

Year 7 are studying clothing and the body. We had 
a great morning creating their clothing word wall 
with cut outs from magazines. Students are  
already aware of some cultural differences with 
traditional clothing and modern clothing worn by 
the people of Indonesia. 
 
Year 8 are studying, where are you going? A topic 
on transport, maps and getting around town. They 
have labelled all their new modes of transport 
words and this week have been labelling places 
around town and where they are located on a 
map. Students are aware that every Indonesian 
town map will have a Mesjid (mosque), whereas in 
Australia it is often a church.  
 
Terima Kasih (Thanks) 
Ibu Henderson 
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The Classifieds 

Tatura Basketball Aussie Hoops Term 4  
with Atem Atem from the Shepparton Gators  

BigV team 
For ages 5-10 
Tuesdays 4.00 - 4.45pm at Tatura Stadium 
8 week programme commencing October 22nd and  
finishing December 17th. 
Cost:  $65 new participant with Aussie Hoops pack 
          $40 returning participant, no pack 
 
For more details please go to the Tatura Basketball Website: 
http://websites.sportstg.com/assoc_page.cgi?c=1-10301-0-0-
0&sID=358274 
 
 
Tatura Amateur Basketball 
Association 
PO Box 140, Tatura 3616 
Ph:  0428242889- Lisa  
Cullum, President 

As per our Uniform policy the 
only acceptable hat to wear is 

the one pictured. 

They are readily available at the 
General Office for $15.00 ea. 

http://websites.sportstg.com/assoc_page.cgi?c=1-10301-0-0-0&sID=358274
http://websites.sportstg.com/assoc_page.cgi?c=1-10301-0-0-0&sID=358274


 

 

Before School Activities  
 

Every Tuesday, Wednesday and  

Friday morning from 8.00 am come down  

to the Stadium and get involved in some  

organised sports and activities to help you  

start the day on the right note.  

 

 

 

 

 
All students are welcome.  

See Mr. Price,  

Mr. Gardner or Mr. McDonald  

for any more information. 

PAGE 16 RUSHWORTH P-12 COLLEGE NEWSLETTER  ISSUE 14 

The Classifieds 



 

 

 

If you would like us to promote your upcoming event or organisation please email the details to:  

rushworth.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au  
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The Classifieds 


